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provinees objecting to the Minister taking
control. But apparently there must be some
mutual understanding between the various
municipalities concerned. Mr. Nicholson has
not raised the same objection to the distri-
bution, but he now suggests that it would
be better if the local authorities collected
the money. -I am not convineced that a case
has been made out for taking any of the
control from the Minister. It is the divided
control of the past which has been respon-
sible for the clause. It appeals to me as a
golution of the diffieulty. I fail to see that
any new department will be set up, for we
have all the mnecessary machinery to-day.
Since the Minister is to distribute the funds,
he should be the one to collect them. The
amendment affects the whole prineiple of
the Bill. I will support the clanse,

" The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
None of the arguments advanced have in-
flnenced me in the least. I see mo oceasion
for amending the clause, but I fully sym-
pathise with the position of Mr. Nicholson,
and I feel it hag not been customary to take
divisions on what might be regorded as vital
points in a Bill on Thursday afternoon, when
many of our members have left to go home,
However, it will be nceessary from this day
forward to sit on Thursday evenings, and
perhaps even to meet on Fridays, I am
agrecable to reporting progress.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported,

RESOLUTION—WHEAT PRODUCTION,
PRICE GUARANTEE.

Assembly 's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting concurrence in the following
resolution of that House:— ‘That in the
opinion of this House it is in the best in-
teresta of Australia that the sum of BSa.
per bushel at the sidings should be guar-
anteed by the Commonwealth Government
te growers of wheat for a term of five
years,’’

BILL—SUPPLY, £975,000. -

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

SITTING DAYS AND IICURS.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
{(Hon. H. P. Colcbatech—East) [6.9]: Now
that you are back in the Chair, Sir, I should
like to intimate to hon. members, as I in-
dieated in Committee just now, that for the
remainder of the session it i3 my intemtion
to sit on Thursday evenings as well as other
evenings; and I may find it necessary to ask

- hon. members to meet on Frideys as well.

House adjourned at 610 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION — HAMPTON PLAINS,
WOODLIKE EXTENSION.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Have the Lakeside Woodline
Company, under their present concession,
power to run a’ spur line to, or near, the
new find at Hampton Plains without eon-
sulting the Government? 2, If not, will the
Government cousnlt Parliament before they
grant the company permission to do so?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Mines ).replied: 1, Yes, but the permit to
construet the line is ~for the carrying of
firewood and purpoeses ineidental thereto. 2,
No applieation to extend the powers granted
under the permit has been made to the Gorv-
ernment,  Should this be done, and Parlia-
ment i8 in session, Parliament will be im-
mediately informed of the faet.

QUESTION — ROYAL COMMISSION, .
NATIONAL WORKERS.

Mr. GREEN (for Mr. Jones) asked the
Premier: 1, Docs the amount of £140 0s,
5d., given as the cost of the Royal Commis-
sion on the National workers uwp to 23rd
October, 1919, include the amount, if any,
paid to witnesses? 2, Is it the Government’s
intention to make Mr. Lazarus (O.B.E.) a
permanent Commissioner?

The PREMIER replied:

1, No payments
are being made fto witnesses,

2, No.

QUESTION—FIREWOQOD COM-
PANIES, CONCESSION AND
AGREEMENT.

Mr. MUNSIE (without notice) asked
the Premier: When will he make avsil-
able the papers relative to the FKurrawang
Firewood Company and the Lakeside Fire-
wood Company which were drdered by the
House on the 15th October to be 1aid on the
Table?

The PREMIER replied: 1 do not know
why the papers are not here. I will see
that they arc here on Tuesday. I am sorry
the hon, member did not mention the mat-
ter to me, when I would have brought them
along.
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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

The PREMIER (Houn., J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham} [4.35]: I move—

That se much of the Standing Orders
be svspended as is necessary fo enable
resolutions from the Committees of Sup-
ply and Ways and Means to be reported
and adopted on the same day on which
they shall have passed those Committees,
and also the passing of a Supply Bill and
alse the Land Tax and Inecome Tax Bill
through all their stages in one day.

Hon, I, COLLIER (Bowder) [4.36]: [t
ought not to be necessary to suspend tho
Standing Orders in order to ohtain supply
while Parliament is in session. I ean under-
stand the neecessity for that course on the
first day of the scssion.

The Premier: I overlooked the matter,
and to-morrow is the last day of the
month.

Hor. P. COLLTER: If the Premier over-
looked the matter, of conrse the IMouse will
meet it. But I chserve that the latter part
of the motion asks for the suspension of the
Standing Orders with a view to allawing
the passage in one sitting of the Land Tax
and Income Tax Bill, which measure appears
as an Order of the Day for the second read-
ing.  Tefore we suspend the Standing
Orders to put a Bill through all its stagus,
we ought to have an explanation why that
course is necessary.

The PREMIER (Flon. J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham—in rveply) [4.37]: The fault Hes
with me in not asking for sapply carlier.
The need of it esenped my attention. To-
morrow iz the last day of the month, and
so it berame necessary yesterday to give this
notice of motion. The Estimates now heing
before the House, the passing of a Supply
Bill is not of the same importance as in
the carly part of the session. I regret the
onrission.  As regards the Land Tax and
Incomo Tax Bill, the Commissioner of Tax-
ation vesterday sent me n nofe requesting
that the Bill be put through in order that
Ite may send out notices making Aassess-
ments. Tf the House has any objection to
passing the Land Tax and Income Tax Bill,
of course that is anobther matter; but I
hope hon. members will pass the measurs,
which is practically the same Bill as that
of last year, The mnatter ia realiy a formal
one. I hope the Houze will agree to the
motion.

Question put and passed.

BILL-—-SUPPLY, £975,000,
All Stages.

Message from the Governor received and
read, recommending appropriation in con-
nection with the Bitl,

Committce of Bupply.

The House having resolved into Commit-
tee of Supply, Mr, Munsie in the Chair,

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER and COLONIAL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. Mitchell — Northam)
[4.41]: T move—

That there be grauted to His Magjesty
on aceount of the service of the year end-
ing the 30th June, 1920, a sum not cx-
ceeding £975,000.

Owing to an error on the part of
the Treasury, the figures in the Sup-
ply Bill are £30,000 too much; and
Iater I propose to ask hou. members to agree
tn an amendment in the tifth line of the
Titfle of the Bill, chauging £380,000 to
£350,000.

Question put and passed; resoluticn ve-
ported, and the report adopted.

Snoply Bill intreduced.

Resolution in Committee of Ways and
Means having been pasted, a Supply Bill
was brought in providing for the expendi-
ture of £975,000,

In Committee.

Mr. Munsie in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clanse (1—Issue
£075,000:

The PREMIER: Hon, members will notice
that there is a elerical error in the printing
of this clause. The clause states that the
sum to be employed out of the General Loan
Fuand is £380,000, whereas it should be
£350,000:

The CHAIRMAN: This will have to be
treated as a clerical error and altered ae-
cordingly. The title of the Bill has been
correctly read in accordance with the Mes-
sage received from the Govermor. I ecannot
allow any amendment to be moved to that
because it would put the whole Bill out of
order,

Clause put and passed.

Clause 2—agreed to.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

and application of

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Bill reported without amendment snd the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legistative Council,

BILL—BUNBURY COMMON,

Introdunced by the Attorney General and
read a first time,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, Mullany, leave of ab-
gonce for twoe weeks granted to Mr. Foley
(Leonora), on the ground of urgent publie
business.
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BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham} [4.55] in moving the sceond reading
said: The Bill is the same as that passed
last year execept with regard to pastoral
leases. The land tax last year was the same
as that proposed for this year, and the same
thing applies to the income tax of last year
and that proposed for this year, the only
differcuce being in regard to pastoral leases.
The method of caleulating the amount of tax
i3 to multiply by 20 the rent reserved under
the lease. As hon. members know, many
of the pastoralists are now paying double
rent, beeause of the Aet passed in 1918
giving the pastoralists the right to renew
their lonses,  The pastoralists, therefore,
pay double rent and I think they should pay
tax on that double rent. Under this amend-
ing Bill the tax will be caleulated on twenty
times the amount of the rent that is now
paid, whieh iz double the rent reserved
under the leasc in each case, A man who
was paying 10s. per thousand acres s now
paying £1 per thousand acres instcad of 10s,,
and it is only right that he should pay a
tax of twenty times on the pound instead of
twenty times on the 10s,

Hon. W, 0. Angwin: What differencc does
it make when they pay ouly the one tax?

The PREMIER: It will make some dif-
ference.

Hon. P, Collier: The tax will be doubled.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. W, G, Angwin: Do not most of the
pastoralists pay one tox?

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
right, If the income tax is greater than the
land tax, the pastoralist only pays on the
greater tax.

Hon. P. Collier: How will it be when the
appraisement is made? Will it not mean
that the squatter will have escaped the pay-
ment of tax from year to year?

The PREMIER: He has escaped up to
now. I am told that it will take some years
before the rents .are properly assessed. We
ought to tax on the actual amount of the
rent paid, It will be readily understood
that, if we are to impose a land tax, there
must be some basis of calenlation, and the
basis we are adopting is twenty times the
amount of rent now paid. This amendment
is the only new thing in the Bill. I do not
suppese 4 very large sum will be collected;
still some money will be collected, and it is

my duty to ask the House to rectify the.

situation. I shall not call it an omission
beeause the rents have only recently been
doubled. The leader of the Opposition was
quite right in saying that when these lands
are re-assessed, the value to be taxed will
be altered, but we can only deal mth the
sitnation as we find it

Mr, Willeock: Cannot we insert a provi-
sion in this measure subject to re-appraise-
mentH

The PREMIER: I do not think so; it
might cause ¢onfugion.
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The Honorary Minister: These properties
change hands.

Mr, Willeock: The tax is on the land no
matter who the owner is.

The PREMIER: It will have the effect
of doubling the present tax in every case.

Hon. P. Collier: The Commissioner of
Taxation was a long time waking up to this
fact.

The PREMIER: I think it should have
been done before. However, I am taking
the carliest possible opportunity to rectify
what I think was an owmission, but it is not
loug since the rents were doubled.

Hon, P. Collier: Two years.

The PREMIER: I ask the House to agree
to the proposal, and to impose the taxation
which was imposed on land last year.: I
move—

That the Bill be now read a seco;ld time.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East T're-
mantle) [5.2]: After hearing the glowing
accounts from the Premier regarding the
future prospects of this State, I am very
mueh surprised that suech a Bill should be
introduced.

Tie Premier: Do not you want any taxes?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: There is no doubt
the Premicr’s optimism is so great that he
considers the State is now on the high road
to recovery, and will in all probability
right itself at a very early date. That
being so, I do not know why the Premier
considlers it neeessary to introduce a Bill
of this description this year.

The Premier: There is an estimated
deficit of £600,000.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: It is true there
will be a deficit, but the deficit will con-
tinue to lnclease so long as we provide
additional revenue for the Government.
Members will ind from the Estimates that
the estimated revenve has increased. by
approximately £338,000, but the proposed ex-
penditure has increased by £394,000 which
shows that, so long as we provide more
revenue for the Government, that revenue
is not used for the purpose, as Parliament
intended, of redueing the deficit, but the
expenditure is inereased proportionately;
and we.are as badly off at the end of the
year ag if we had not provided additional
revenue, It is time the House took a hand
and showed the Governmeant that it s
necessary to bring our finances into a het-
ter position than they are in to-day. The
Premier as good as said that, if the future
of this State is to be succesaful, and if our
financial position in the future is to bhe
good, we must not take more money out of
the pockets of the people.

The Premier: I did not zay anything of
the sort; I am asking you to do it now.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I am referring to
the Premier’s statement of a week or two
ago. He then said it was necessary for
those engaged in industries to retain the
money for the development of the indus-
tries. He said the State would right itself
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much guicker if the people retained the
money in their own pockets, and thus were
enabled to produce more than would be
the case if we taxed the people further and
took more money from them, The Premier
has been very optimistic regarding the
future of the State. I do not blame him;
we necd an optimistic man in charge of the
affnirs of the State to-day, but the optim-
ism should go a little further. It is uscless
to be optimistic about the future if, at the
same time, we take more mouey out of the
pockets of the people. If the Premier really
believes in the policy he preaches, it is
necessary to leave the money in the pockets
of the people and not introduce a Bill such
ag this to take more money from them.
The incidence of taxation in this State is
very unfair. If members refer to the latest
return of the Commissioner of Taxation,
they will find that the land tax has de-
creased counsiderably while the income tax
has inereased by a very small amount.

The Premier: That was dve to an over-
gharge in the previous year,

Hon, P, Collier: Even allowing for that,
it has deereased,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The present posi-
tion warrants the House in letting taxation
go for a while until we ean put the ineid-
cnce of taxation on a more equitable foot-
ing than it is to-day. The owner of ecity
property, which is being let out to tenants,
is exempt from land tax in his income tax.
He pays ouly one tax. The worker who,
throngh the inercased cost of living can
scarcely make both ends meet—in faet a
large percentage of them are in debt—if he
owns a cottage, has to pay land tax and
income tax, both. Yet the man with city
property is cxempt from cne tax. Further,
we find that the owner of city property, if
the premises are let to a tenant, charges
the cquivalent of his taxation on to the
tenant, and the owner is persounally really
cxempt from both land and income tax.

The Premier: He would bhe a pretty
simple tenant to stand that.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I have instances
of where that has been done. Tt was stated
distinetly and definitely by one of the rich-
est firms in this State that, so long as the
Federal and State Governments increased
taxation, they intended to inerease their
rents to make up the amount of taxation
due, The taxes colleeted to-day are passed
on in most instanees, and a large awmount
of these taxes has become
the peopls. The pastoralists paid very high
taxation last year, but they could afferd to
do so on the price of wool. Tf we compare
the taxation last vear with the taxation
they pail voder ordinary coenditions, I do
not suppese it has increased in anything
like the same proportion as the value of
their preduce, This has bpen brought about
by the increased value of wool, owing to
the war, ard the Sgate has benefited as a
result. Coming to the salaried man, how-
ever, taxation has jumped from 516,000 to

a2 burden on |
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£73,000, and consequently such men
have a hard job to live and pay
their  way, They have to pay the
double tax, both land and incoma

tax, and T am safe in saying that out of
the £34,000 raised by land taxation last
year, mostly all of it came from these
workers. Most of the farmers last year
paid a small increase in ineome tax instead
of land tax, ouwe tax from which they are
exgmpt. We have proaspects of a good har-
vest. We have had bountiful rains and
we realise from the remarks of the Pre-
mier that a very large sum of money will
be brought into the State during the
Present year as # result of the harvest,
Regarding the pastoral industry, we are
told that the wool clip in 1918 was double
that of 1914. The flocks of sheep and berds
of cattle are increasing by thousands. The
pagtoral wealth of the State has never been
g0 great, and hag never shown such promise
vf expansion as it does now.

Hon. P, Collier: Tt was never better.

Hop. W. C. ANGWIN: Additional areas
for agrieultural settlement are being taken
up by the thousand, The outlook in the
gold mining industry has not been so bright
for several years; in fact, we are told that
the Hampton Plaing find will probably excel
the Kalgoorlie field.

The Premier: Who told you that?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We know low the
country jumped ahead after the discovery
of the Coolgardie goldfield. We then had
moncy to burn. The finances of the State
were so buoyant, as a result of the ordinary
revenue coming im, that money was actually
wasted. DBuildings were erected in those
days which to-day would be considered a
seandal.  Qur pearling industry was never
s¢ cncouraging; shell to-day is bringing a
rceord price.  The timher industry is so
huoyant that all that iz required are ships
to take our timber to the markets. The
dairying iondustry is making rapid strides.
The pig-growing industry has expanded and
bacon factories are heing.started in abmost
every part of the State. We are told that
more money will he brought inte Westorn
Augtralia during the present year, owing
to the ingreased activities in our various in-
{ustries and to the generally bright pros-
Eects, than the State has ever knowun be-
ore, *

Mr, Green: You forgot to mention that
the fowls, too, are working avertime.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: That heing so, I
think we can with confidence ask members
to do away with -additional taxation this
year. Let ug prove the justification or
otherwise of the Premier®s optimism,

The Premier: You are trying to improve
on it, are you not?

Hon: W, C. ANGWIN: Let us put faith
in the Prempier.

Hon. P, Collier: For one vear, anyhow.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: Let us try to make
ourselveg helieve what the Pramier be-
lieves. The Premier said the gther night

~
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that he would endeavour to show during
the debage the effect of increased trade
upon the finances, He pointed out that the
outlook all over the State was particularly
bright for all the great industries. He said
there was a great and growing demand for
land in our pastoral and agrieultural areas.
According to the Promier, people are rush-
ing the departments to engage in our prim-
ary industrics. Taxation was introduced at
a time when the State was at a low ebb,
when it was neeessary to build up the
finances. To-day the improved condition of
the country is doing that, and consequently
there is no neecessity for a Taxation Bill

Mr. Davies: Do you say that serionsly?

Han, W. Q. ANGWIN: The hon. member
will find out presently. The Premier showed
that the loss on the Railways last year was
£305,704 as against a profit of £128,160 in
1914, He said that they wonid be sure to
pick up their traffic again at an early date.
He remarked that the timber traffic would
be restored and should inerpage the railway
earnings to the pre-war figures.

The Premier, That was in respect of tim-
ber.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The Premier, pro-
ceoding, said that won]d represent an in-
crensed revenue of from £175,000 to £200,-
000. Agriculture, he said, shonld produce
200,000 tons of additional freight and ashould
show next season an increase of 230,000
acres under erop. Pastoral rents would in-
crease not only by increased rents on pre-
sent Jeases but by the leasing of additional
lands; the settlement of soldiers would pro-
bally reach 4,000 men, and the early return
to an active immigration policy would in-
crense production without dislocating em-
ployment. 1Iu all departments he antiei-
pated inereased earnings. Then therc was the
mining revival and the new find at Hamp-
ton Plping, the demand for rtaw products
at high prices, and the increase of shipping.
Best of all, our seoldiers had returned from
the war—an important factor. considering
that 40 per cent. of our effective manhood
had been away serving their country. Tt
was, he said, not diffienlt to understand
what their work as producers would mean
to this State. He told us the people of this
State had never looked out upon 3o great a
return for their produce. We were distri-
buting to-day in wheat dividends upwards
of £500,000. Cur grain now growing should
realise, in cash, before March next, £3,000.-
000, and he hoped further dividends wounld
follow, ps our-surplug grain should be now
quickly shipped, Qur wool proceeds shonld
realise £2,500.000 and all this money was
near to hand. In addition we had our
monthly gold yicld. Then for soldier set-
tlement we should probably bring into the
State during the financial year a sum equal
to £1,500,000, so there shounld be a lot of
money ecireulating in the State,  All these
things meant a speedy rteturn fo prosperity
and inereasing revenune. After this glow-
ing picture by the Premier, after consider-
ing' the prospeets and remembering that

close on seven millions of wmctey is to be
brought into the State du-ing the uext 13
months, ought not the Government to rea-
lise that by the expenditurc of that moncy
amongst the farming community, the min-
ing community, the pearling ecoinmunity, the
timber community, and other industries, the
result should be increased revenue to such
an extent that there should be no further
need for taxation? The incidemce of taxa-
tion to-day is altogether wrong. We en-
deavoured 12 or 18 months ago to have it
improved, but the House,.on aceount of the
eonfusion whieh then prevailed, thought it
necessary to broaden the area of taxation
—so0 long as it did not fall on the farmer.
In some instances people were not in a posi-
tion to pay taxes, hut they paid cheer-
fully, on account of the darkness
which prevailed throughout the world
at the time, Now the silver lining
of the cloud is in sight. The Premier has
told us that the prospects were never so
bright and that the State is going to be re-

- stored to its previous prosperity. The poten-

tialities of the State are so great that it is
almost impossible to stop the tide of pro-
gress.  All we want is men. All the indus-
tries are in need of men by the thousands,
and if men are required men must be paid.
I think on the cvidence of the Treasurer, as
disclosed in his Budget Speech, there is no
necessity to introduce fresh taxation. T in-
terjected at the time that there was no ncces-
sity for any further taxation. The Premier
said he did not mean any further additional
taxition, What I intended to say was that
there should be no taxation at all, We should
then be nable to show the other Btates that
we had put our foot on the first step of the
lndder, that owr prospects were bright and
the future asswred. Tt would have been one
of the best advertisements the State could
have. As I have said, while we continue to
provide money for the Government the defi-
eit will keep on mounting. The increase in
revenue this year is estimated at £375,000.
But when taxation was considerably in-
ereaged no endeavour was made to use the
money to mend the finances, to enable us to
get on to a solid foeting, and so long as we
eontinue to vote taxation, the Government
will continue to inerease the expenditure. T
think the Houvse should take a hand in this.
I move an amendment—

That ‘‘now’’ be struck out and 'this
day six menths’” inserted in Heu.
On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—PERTH WMINT ACT
AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon., J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [527] in moving the second reading
said: Thia is, a Bill to increase the annuity
to the Mint by £2,500. The Mint was estab-
lished in 1897 by the Imperial Government
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al the request of the then Government of the
State. It is controlled and run by the Im-
perint Government on behalf of the State.
The arrangement was that the State should
provide an annuity of a sufficient sum to
cover the cost of operation, any unexpended
balance being returnable to the State, to-
gether with the gross earnings of the Mint,
Year by reap we reap o profit. Last year it
was £9,000. The expenditure was first fixed
at £10,000 and from that it was raised as
the husiness increased in volume to £20,000.
Again in 1905 it was increased to £82,500,
and the present Bill provides for advancing
the provision to £25,000. To the present
date the existing annuity of £22,500 has not
been execedled, but the expenditure has heen
gradwnally increasing owing to the rising cost
of materials until in recent years the total
of the annuity has been closely approached
by the expenditure, and at the request of the
Imperial Government the State has had to
give an agsurance that any additional amount
required would be provided. During the
years of war the price of stores used has
inereased immensely, but no alteration in the
seale of salaries and wages has yet been
made, This alteration is now inevitable, and
I understand that increases are being ar-
ranged by the Imperial Government. In-
clusive of these inerenses, the estimate of
expenditure for 1919-20 is £23,210. The
Mint has always been a profitable institu-
tion, the average profit for the past three
years being £8,936.

Hon, F. Collier:
has been paid?

The PREMIER: Yes. In view of the
above condition of affairs, the Imperial Gov-
ernment has requested the increage of the
annnity to 2 fignre which will eover the an-
tieipated expenditure, and leave a margin to
meet contingent expenses, such as retiring
of compassionate allowances under the Im-
perinl Superannuvation Act, 1909 The
amount asked for, £25,000, is expected to
cover all requirements for many yeary to
eome. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

After all expenditure

In Committee, ete.
Bill passed throngh Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES—1819-20. °
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 28th October;
Picsse in the Chair.

Vote—Taxation, £23,855.-

Ttem, Chief Land Tax Assessor, £324:

Mr, SMITH: I would like to know why
the increase given to this officer is only £6,
whereas the increase given to the Inecome
Tax Asgsessor is £48, The duties of the Land
Tax Assessor require considerably more skill
than do those of the Income Tax Assessor.

Mr.
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The duties of the latter are almost mechani-
eal. The Chief Land Tax Assessor has fo be
skilled in valuing land and must be able to
form a proper idea of whether the land has
been correctly valued by the person putting
in o return. On that account the officer’s
salary should@ certainly be higher than that
of the Income Tax Assessor,

The Tremier: Tt iz the Public Service
Commissioner’s classification.

Mr, SMITH: If that is how the Publie
Service Commissioner classifies these officers,
the sooner we get o Commissioner who can
earty out a more business-like classifieation,
the better.

The PREMIER: The officer in question
is being paid the salary fixed under the clas-
sification. I =appreciate the officer’s ahility
and energy and I would be glad to inecrease
his salary if it was possible to do so, I
certainly think he is wunder-paid. I shall
make a note of the matter and pass it on to
the Publie Service Commissioner.

Ttem, Accountant, £336:

Mr. SMITI: This officer is receiving an
increase of £30 as against the increase to
the Chief Land Tax Assessor of £6,

Hon. P. Oollier: A grade rise.

Mr. SMITH: It seems to me to be an
Trishman’s rise. There does not appear to
have been any system adopted in counection
with the granting of these inereases. I ean
agsure the Premicr that this kind of thing
will lecad to a lot of dissatisfaction, The
Premicr knows that if he gets hold of a good
officer he should pay that officer well. That
is the policy to adopt always. I trust the
Premier will look inte this matter and see
that justice is done.

The Premier: 1 will do so.

Ttem, Clerks, £3,633:

Hon. P. COLLIER: This item shows a
big increase, though I see that there is a
reduction of over £1,000 iu the vote for tem-
porary clerical assistants. Why was it neces-
sary to inerease the permanent staff to such
an extent last year?

The PREMIER: Additional work is be-
ing performed and it was reported to me
that extre assistance was needed to see that
everyone paid his tax. I was assured that
the employment of this extra elerieal assist-
ance would mean additional revenue. A good
deal of revenue has been lost through the
lack of officers, Besides that, soldiers have
returned and are taking their places again
in the department.

Hon. P. Collier: Bot £2,000 is a huge in-

.crense in one year for clerks in one depart-

ment.

The PREMIER: It is a large inerease,
but it is duc to the fact that we want addi-
tional work done with a view to obtaining
payment of taxes which ought to have been
paid and have not been paid.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: Tnstead of the
staff of the Commissioner of Taxation being
inereased, the services of the loeal authori-
ties shonld be utilised for the purpose of col~
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lecting the State land tax. The loeal aunth-
orities could include a demand for the tax
in their rate notices. By this means the cost
of collegting the land tax would be consid-
erably reduced, even after dednction of a
small allowance to the local authorities for
the work.

The PREMIER: I will take the hon.
member’s suggestion into consideration for
next yenr.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am afraid the in-
ercase in this item iz an indication of how
the deficit has been piled up. Permanent
heads can, of course, always put up a satis-
factory cxplanation of why they should have
ingreases of staff. In the department of the
Commissionor of Taxation salaries inereased
last year by £3,700, and this year shows a
further increase of £3,400, making an in-
ercase of £7,000 for salaries in this one de-
partment within two years. An increase of
revenue docs not tnecessarily mean an in-
crease of work; the clerk who makes out an
asscssment for £50 can just as easily make
out one for £100.

The Premier: But the Commissioner of
Taxation says that if he gets the additional
staff he ean gef in additional taxation.

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 have no doubt that
the Commissioner of Taxation has put np a
plaugible case. But his staff would be bet-
ter employed in aftending to sueh cases as
that brought forward by the member for
North Perth a year or two ago—where a
man who should have been o large income
taxpayer had evaded payment since the very
inception of income tax in this State—than
in pursuing taxpayers whe owe a few pence,
[ personally reeccived a threatening letter
from the Crown Selicitor last year demand-
ing payment of 9d. Tet the Commissioner
torn his staff on to the men evading their
obligations to the extent of hundreds of
pounds, and refrain from wasting paper,
envelopes, and postage on utterly trifling
debits,

Mr. SMITH: I am very pleased that the
member for North-East Fremantle is he-
ginniug to sece light, and adepting my ideas
in regard to collection of land fax throngh
the loeal anthorities.

Mr. Munsie: The member for North-
East Fremantle has advocated that eourse
for years.

Mr. SMITH: Tf the staff of the Com-
missioner of Taxation iz undermanned, and
an inercase is necessary in order that =all
taxes due may be collected, this item re-
presents very good policy. Tt would be
extremely foolish to allow arrears of taxa-
tion to amceumulate just for the sake of a
few clerks’ salaries. I trust the depart-
ment are not busying themselves with is-
suing nolices to taxpayers owing, perhaps,
1s. or 9d. Such amounts might be allowed
to stand over unti! the next payment is
due. This is the practice of mercantile
Grms. I am sure it must sometimes cost
the departiment as much as 1s, 6& to col-
lect a balance of 1s. We see the Commis-
sioner proeeeding in the courts for taxes
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that are years in arvears, and inguiries at
the Police Department would show that a
great deal of the time of police officers is
occupied in hunting up persons who have
aot paid their taxes. The system advoecated
by the member for North-East Fremantle
would do away with all that tronble, and al-
low of taxation being collected very
cheaply.

Mr, PICKERING: I agree that it wonld
be a wise course if we eould amalgamate
the State and Federal Taxation Depart-
ments.

Hon, T, Walker: To whom would you
give supreme command?

Mr, PICKERING: To the State author-
ities.

Hon. T. Walker: The Federal authorities
wonld not trost them,

* My, PICKERING: Tf, however, the rol-
Tection of land tax were ecffected through
local anthorities, they would require pay-
ment for their services as collectors under
the Crown. Moreover, land taxation is not
on. all fours with the ordinary rating by
local authorities. Therefore T do not favoenr
that suggestion.

Ttem, Incidental, £3,390.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The paper on which
the Federal taxation forms are printed is
thin, and one ean put a Federal return into
an cnvelope and post it for 114d. On the
other hand, the State taxation forms are
of thicker paper, and just over weight, thus
requiring 2%4d. postage. T trust the Pre-
mier will give consideration to the question
of having the State forms printed on thin
paper.

The TPremier:
too big.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes; and they could
be mueh simplified, too.

The Premier: I will bring the matter
under the notice of the Commissioner.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Workers’ Homes Board, Nil.

The CHAIRMAN: I must draw the at-
tention of hon. members to a ratber puzzl-
ing position. 8o far a8 I can understand
there is no vote in this division. TUnder the
Leading of ‘‘Total’’ we find the sentence
‘fless rebate to Workers’ Homes Fund’’
and at the bottom of the two columns we
find the word ‘‘Nil.’’ I cannot, therefore,
put this vote,

The Premier: The two columns balance.

Mr. PICKERING: When we were deal-
ing with this vote last year we were not
permitted to diseuss it.

The CHATRMAN:
put it

Mr. PICKERING: The officers in this
department do not appear to be getting the
grade incrcase given to other officers. As
the department i commencing to

They are ever so much

I said I eould not

is now
operate,” I think mome increase might now
be given to the secretary. I believe that
this gentleman has already had offers made
to him from other quarters.
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The CHATRMAN: As there is no ques-
tion before the Committee I eannot permit
a discussion on this vote.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The statement
as it appears here is eéntirely wrong., The
Workers' Homes Board has shown a profit,
and it is ridiculous for the vote to appear
in the Estimates in this form. The expen-
diture by the Government in the working
of the Workers’ Homes Board is so mueh,
and the other amount set down here
s that which was paid into Consolidated
Revenue for the services of the officers.

Vote—Miscellaneons services, £46,179.
Ttem, Cemeteries, Grants for fencing, £50:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: An application for a
grant in connection with the cemetery at
Bruce Rock has been met with a paltry offer

of an advance, which iz not sufficient for’

the purpose required. Representations were
made to tbe Treasurer, who offered to go
inte the matter, but he was evidently in-
fluenced by the report of an inspector with
the result that the grant will not be sufficient
to carry out the objeets intended. The
people consider that their request is not
receiving (ue attention. Their loved ones
are buried in the cemetery, and cattle and
horses are running over the graves.

Hon, P. Collier: They cannot be very
much loved if cattle and horses are allowed
to run over the graves,

The PREMIER: There are numerous ap-
plieations for grants in  connection with
these cemcteries, and the amonnt intolved
in all the requests is a large one. Tt should
be possible for the loeal residents to erect
gome sort of temporary fence around these
cemeteries.  They should not be left un-
tenced.

Hon. P. Collier: The local people ought to
be able to do that, but they come to the Gov-
ernment for everything.

Item, School sites, purchass of, including
title fees, surveys, ete, £2,200:

Mr, SMITH: Will the Premier e&xplain
where these school sites are sitnated? The
amount involved under this heading last
year was only £3.

The PREMIER: Onec of these sites is in
conneetion with the Fremantle school, which
requires to be enlarged. As it will be meees-
gary to increass the areas around these
gchools in other parts of the State, it was
thought advigable to put this money on the
Bstimates.

Ttem, King’s Park board, special grant,
May drive, £500:

Mr. GREEN: Will the Premier explain
this item% In a previous item £1,900 is set
down for the King's Park board, and now
another £500 iz being given ¢o them, Thia
£500 represents more than is being given for
all the other grounds in the State.

The PREMIER: The ecare of this park
ig the responsibility of the Government, The
roads have to be made, and the gardeners
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have to be paid by tbe Government, Every-
thing that is done is done at our expense.

Mr. Green: Is this a new drive?

The PREMIER: No; it is a new road
on the old drive, Occasionally private per-
sons have made grants of money for special
work in the park, such as that made by Mr.
Lovekin, but the responsibility belongs to
the Government, The May drive is worn
out and had to be renewed. The money has
been aectually spent and the road put in
order.

Mr, JONES: I admit that this national
park should be kept in order, but the fact
that the road is in a bad condition is due
to the extensive motor traffic upon it. Would
it not be possible to impose a special tax on
all motor cars going through the park?

Mr, Willeoek: You mean a toll?

Mr. JONES: Let owners of cars take oug
a special license to enable them to motor
through the park. It need mot be a large
amount that would have to be paid, but the
revenue should be lavge enough to keep the
road in repair.

Mr. GREEN: The sum of £1,900 already
passed for the King’s park Dboard should be
sofficient to enable them to keep up the

roads. The total amount that we now pro-
pose to give is £2,602, The amount is
absurd. I move—

That the item be reduced by £1.

The PREMIER: T have no wish to spend
money on these parks, but so long as they
are a charge against the State we must keep
them up. All the parks within municipal
houndaries should be cared for by the muni-
cipal aunthorities. The people whe go into
these places are not ouly those who pay taxes
to the local authorities. I shall keep & firm
hand upon expenditure of this kind and only
give what is ncecessary in the interests of the
general pnblie.  These parks are used by
the people of the State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. JONES: I support the amendment.
The Premier might have told us whether he
agreed with the idea of taxing motor-cars
which tause the damage to May Drive.

The Premier: T wish we could.

Mr. JONTS: Would it be possible o issue
a license? Most of the motor-car owners
are exceptionally patriotic. They fly small
flags on their cars, and the faster the ear
goes the more the flag waves and the morp
patriotic they are. The Premier would only
need to suggest that, since the enrs destroved
the road, they might contribute 5s. or 10s.
a year each and sufficient funds would be
fortheoming to keep the road in repair.
What is 5s. or 103, to members of the gaso-
line aristoeracy?

Mr. PICKERING: I oppose the amend-
ment, We recently passed the Traffie Bill
which has imposed additional burdens .on
motorists and the snggestion of the member
for Fremantle savours of the reintroduction
of the old toll system, which would be ridie-
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ulous, The drive is used not only by motor-
ists but by the general public. A fax could
vot be levied on the whole of the motorists
in the State, and a special system of taxa-
tion would be nceessary.

Mr. Jones: I suggested appealing to their
patriotism.

Hon, P. Colliecr: T should not care to
guarantee what the result would be.

The PREMIER: I hope the amendment
will he withdrawn., To reduce the item by
£1 would not have a great effeet. I realise
that the money is needed in other places.

Hon. T. Walker: The Ksperance railway
for one thing could be started.

The PREMIER: Not with the £1 by
which it is sngpested the item be reduced.
If that would start the LEsperance railway,
the hon. memhber could have it to-morrow,
The greatest care is exercized in connection
with all these grants. I have been asked
for numcrous grants which T should have
liked to give, but I wasg unable to de so.

Amenidment put and negatived.

Ttem, Melville road board—special groant,
latrines, Point Walter, £100:

Mr. PICKERING: Mas this money been
epent?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. PICKERING:

I fear the mounev has
been badly spent.

On the oceasior of my

latest visit last sunnmer, the lateines were in

a disgraceful condition.

The Premier: Improvements have been
made during the last four months.

Mr., PICKERING: The Premier should
get the work passed as satisfactory hefore
the money is handed over.

The PREMIER: The member for North-
East Fremantle has given special attention
to this matter, and I am satisfied he will see
that we get value for the moncy. This is a
public park, and it is not right that con-
veniences shonld be lacking.

Hon. T. Walker: Great crowds go there
every sommer,

The PREMIER: Yes, people from all
purts of the conntry. 1 have been there and
realise the danger to the publie health if
adequate conveniences are not provided.

Mr. JONES: I can assure the member for
Sussex that the Improvements more than
justify the expenditure. The members of
the road board regret that they had fo apply
for Government assistance. If they could
have made a charge for the use of the con-
veniences, no application would have heen
necesanry,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I support the remarks

of the member for Fremantle. The moaey
has heen wisely spent,
Ttem, Bonns suggestions for effecting

economy in public serviee, £53:

Mr. SMITH: Two.things atrike me in
eonncetion with this item.

Hon. P. Collier: Last year £2 was spent
—a lot of suggestions!

Mr, SMITH: How does the Premier esti-
mate the amount likely to he required.- this
year, seeing that only £2 was paid ont last
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vear? It is 2 reflection on the Public Ser-
vice that its officers could recommend only
£2 worth of improvements last year.

Hon, P, Collier: Two pounds’ worth of
genius in the whole serviee!

Mr. SMITH: The Premier might have
assessed the value at a very low rate. What
is the nature of these suggestions? Have

they effected a saving? It is a good idea
to pay .for such suggestions,

Mr. Pickering: It is certainly not an ex-
pensive idea.

Mr. SMITH: The Premier should explain
the item so that we might help to perfect
the idlea,

The PREMIER: I cannot say very much
about the idea of this item, because it is
the late Colonial Treasurer’s idea. Of the
amount of £53, fifty guineas is to be paid
to Mr. Giyde, now manager of the State
Steamship Service, to whom the suggestions
were, in the first iustance, referred. There
is o tremendous stack of them, and I shall
be pleased to let any hon. member o
through them, I have not had time to do
s0. Mr. Glyde did a great deal of extra
work for the Colenial Treasurer’s office,
with excellent resolts; and it is thought
that he should receive some extra payment.
I understand that the senior public ser-
vants are at all times willing to listen to
suggestions without these being invited
formally. :

Mr. SMITH: While agreeing that Mr,
Glyde has no doubt earned the 50 guineas,
I am not satisfied with the Premier’s ex-
planation. I gather that numerous sugges-
tions have been sent in, but bhave not yet
been looked af.

The Premicr: What T said was that they
had not been looked at by me.

Mr. SMITH: Who docs look at them? Is
it fair to ask the public servants to submnit
sugyestions merely to be ignored? Is the
Premier the final arbiter on these sugges-
tions? Does he decide whether a 3ugges-
tion shall be accepted, and how mueh is to
be paid for it if it is accepted?

-The Premier: No.

Mr. SMITH: There is room for sugges-
tiong, and they may result in comnsiderahle
savings. Either the idea of paying bonuses
should be abandoned altogether, or a sub-
stantial amount should be placed on the
Estimates for that purpose, and a proper
system adopted for considering’ suggestions.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I would have been
better pleased if the member for North -
Perth had moved that the item be struck
out. The futility of providing such an in-
adequate amount is self.evident. The iden
of ealling for suggestions was brought in
with a flourish of trumpets, and we were
told that it would yield big results. I be-
lieve that the system obtains in the large
departments of other States, as well as in
private businesses. Here, apparently, sug-

- gestions have been sent in, bnt have been

ignored. I personally kunow of two sugges-
tions which were submitted. T do not know
whether they have been considered at all,
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but nothing has come of them. One sugges-
tion sought to bring about cconomies in
regard to the travelling allowances and ex-
penses of officers, and its adoption would
at least have placed those payments on an
equitable footing. The other suggestion
was submitted by a late officer of this
House, and it would have meant & econsgid-
erable saving if adopted; but somchow it
was hang ap.

The Premier: I think that suggestion was
acted upon.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Then another man
has got the credit for it, and he is down
for an incrcuse on these Estimates. Orig-
inality owght to he recognised and re-
warded, Either this item should be struck
out, or elze a snbstantial amount provided.
It is absurd to sny that a Publie Service
numbering some thousands of men does not
contain a few capable of making sugges-
tions which are for the public benefit. Pos-
sibly the suggestions which have been sent in
have been looked at merely in a haphazard
way; or else there may be a feeling that na
subordinate officer who makes suggestions is
not altegether loyal to the serviee,

The Premier: Let us have a select com-
mittee to go into the suggestiona.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T hope the Premier
will not treat the matter frivolously, He
himself accepts suggestions every day of
the week from the public as well as from
public servants, i

Mr. ILUTEY: T hope this matter will not
be passed over lightly, T should like it to
be taken seriously, and a substantial amoung
provided, Buggestions  from  employecs
should be encouraged here as they are in
America. The Australian mine manager is
the worst in the world as regards giving
encouragement to employecs to make sug-
gestions. Men in the wining industry bhave
made suggestions which effected eeconomies
of thousands of pounds, but those men re-
ecived no reward whatever. There are in-
stances in. which suggestions have heen
made light of. and subsequently pirated by
those who ridiculed them. Jealousy may
hitve prevented the acceptance of sugges-
tions made by public servants on the lower
rungs, or there may have been a fear that
a junior man would get his senior’s posi.
tion. T would like to see £1,000 placed on
the TEstimates in this conncetion, and I
wonld let it be known that any depart
mental head who kent back a valuable sug-
gestion wonld be dealt with in a fitting
manner. :

Mr, GREEN: T agree with the previous
gpeakers that the amount of this item
should be inereased, bat as an old publie
gservant I recogmise that under the present
condlitions even a lIarge amount would not
produce the resnlts which might he ex-
peeted. I belicve the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment were the first to offer rewards for

snggestions tending to economy or greater

efficiency, The problem that confrents
State cnterprise is how to ereate oppor-
tunity for greater initiative on the
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part of the workers. 8o long as heads

of dQdepartments are responsible  for
the work instead of  allowing  the
lieads of Dronches to use their initia-
tive, we shall have thig old idea that

the man below may comc to the fromt too
rapidly for the advancement of the head
himself. We should give the werkman a
chanee to suggest improvements in the job
on which he is engaged. The man doing the
work knows most about it. Scope should be
given the initiative of the individual work-
man. o long as we retain our present
bureaucratic system Government enterprise
must fail.

The PREMIER: I assurc hon. members
that I am just as anxious as they are to
have this vote well handled. I propose to
encourage suggestions from departinental
officers. I have every desire to advance all
deserving men in the service,

Ttem, Txpenses in connecetion with gold-
ficlds  wondlines dispute, including Roysl
Commission, £200:

Mr. MUNSIE: Surely the Royal Com-
mission did not cost £200, seeing that it sat
for only a couple of days. 1 should like
some explanation of this,

The PREMIER: The Royal Commission
went to the goldficlds. Alse the Conservator
of Torests was there for some time, marking
out and inspecting the forest. The Conser-
vator’s expenses are included in thiz item.
The expenses of the Royal Commission were
not large, but still they were something. Mr.
Lnuoe-Poole did considerable work up there.

My, MUNSIE: T am not altogether
salisfied with the explanation. Last session
we pasced the Forests Bill, and voted a
salary of £800 and expenses to the Conser-
vator. Apparently because he went to the
goldficlds te inspeet a firewood forest,
gpeeial expenses had to be paid him. The
cost of the Royal Commission would not ex-
cead £50, which leaves £150 for Mr. Lane-

Poole. This onght not te be charged lhere.
The Premier: He did not get anything
extra.
Hon. P. Collier: Apparently they have

charged up portion of his salavy ngainst
this speeial! work.

Mr, MUNSTIE: But it is part of the duty
of the Conservator to look into these mat-
ters.

The PREMIER: The Act provides that
a ecertain portion of the revenue from our
foreats shall be set aside for special cxpen-
diture in connection with forests.

Hon. P. Collier: In other words this is a
means of getting £150 from the money voted
which would otherwise go into that fund.

The PREMIER: Certainly it would sarve
to maintain the Forestry vote and give the
Conservator a little more to expend. Per-
sonally I think his expenses should be
charged against the Forestry vote. I believe
we have to set aside £20,000 this year to be
Sr-])ll_kt at some future time upon forestry
work.
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Mr., LAMBERT: I am surprised to See
this amount provided for the short time Mr,
Lane-Poole was up there. Only o few weeks
earlier he was supposed to have gone right
through that district at considerable ex-
peuse to the State. The Premier would be
well advised to look inte the travelling ex-
penses of this officer.

Ttem, Government stores depreciation ad-
justment, £1,000:

Mr. SMITH: This item did not appear
cn last year’s listimates. 1 assume it is
weant to balance some alleged depreciation
in stores.

The Premier: That is so.

Mr. SMITH: What stores ean have de-
prociated during the last year or two? Al
most everything has appreciated very con-
siderably, and instead of a debit item there
ghotld be a very substantia]l credit note. I
do not think we should pass such an item,
* The PREMIER: T expect this has to do
partly with damaged stores. Apparently
year by year £1,000 is allowed for deprecia-
tion. Through an oversight it was not in-
cluded in last year’s Estimates.

Mr. PICKERING: I understand there is
2 large quantity of galvanised corrngated
iron in the Government Stores at Fremantle
which has depreciated on account of dam-
age by salt water while on its way to this
State. I believe this is now under offer to
someone, Is this part of the depreciation
allowed for here?

The Premier: I do mnot know,
amount is set aside year by year.

Mr. GREEN: We might report progress
at this stage so that the Premier may con-
sult his departmental heads and obtain the
necessary information on these points.

The PREMIER: It is an amount that is
voted year by year. - Last year it was
omitted through an oversight, Tt is a
proper provision to make. There must be
some depreeiation in such 2 large quantity
of stores as we have on hand.

This

Item, Grant to Pharmaceutical
£4’f":

Mr. GREEN: What is the reasou for this
grant? The council is only a trades union
on a higher plane, Until a graet of this
sert is apportioned out to the different

Couneil,

trudes uniong of the State, I do not see why.

we should pass the item unchallenged. The
principal object of the council has been to
prevent different stores in the country from
selling patent medicines in order to keep
the profession a close corporation. It is
cvident that we are now endeavouring to
perpeteate such a system by this grant.

The PREMIER: This item is to defray
the cost of a railway pass for the registrar.
All fines are paid into revenue, and this
grant is therefore covered,

Ttem, Incidental, £750:

Mr. JONES: I shonld like to know what
this item means.
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.The PREMIER: It is perfectly barmless,
1t provides for expenditure which is not
chargeable to any particlar department,
and is intended to cover expenses in com-
reetion with the Premiers’ conferences, the
inspection of hotels by police officers, and
so forth,

Item, Industrial relief ete., £7,000:

Mr. NAIRN: No amount was granted in
this counecction last year, but £7,000 is
being provided this year. What is the ex-
Planation .

The PREMIER: This was to provide re-
lief for people in distress in Kalgoorlie at
the time of the woodline strike, when the
mines were closed down and so many per-
sons were thrown out of employment.

Mr. Lutey: It was the termipation of an
agreement. .

The PREMIER: At all events, it was a
cesgation of work. There was no chance
of the people getting work in that locality,
and relief bhad to be afforded. .

Mr. Jones: Was all this money spent in
Kalgoorlie?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr, JONES: It is painful to me that
such an item should have to be provided on
the Estimates. It is a monument to the
ineapacity of the Governmen} to settle snch
a simple matter as this.

My, Nairn: Do you think the money
should not have been paid?

Mr. JONES: It should mnot have been
necessary to pay it. Had it not been for
the pharasaical woodline owners, who re-
fused to consider the renewal of the agree
ment, no such amount wenld have been pro-
vided here. Would the hon, member be
giad to see all the women and children in
the Btate starving? 1 am pleased that we
had a Premier who was able to deal with
the sitnation in the way that be did. Had
it not been for ccrtain incompetent col-
leagues of his, and had ke not been handi-
capped in that way, the matter would bhave
been setiled and the Government would not
have had to find thia money.

Mr., NAIRN: I certainly would not be
prepared to stand by and see women and
children starve. This is not a matter in
which it is nccessary to indulge in any
heat.

Mr, LAMBERT: Whilst I think the Pre-
mier was justified in the aection he fook, I
must cnter a2 strong protest against the
action of the woodline companies. The em-
ployees gave these companies three months’
notice that they desired to eonfer with
them in the matter of their wages and con-
ditions, but the companies deliberately sat
back, prepared to see the people starve
until they obtained what they wanted.

Mr. Griffiths: You do not blame the Gov-
etnment for their actionf?

Mr. LAMBERT: No. There has never
been a more deliberate, eruel or callous act
on the part of any set of employers than
was witnessed in this particular case., T
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fear there is a danger of these companies
‘being given an absolute monopoly on the
goldfields. It is a shame that people like
this should use the concession which they
have obtained from the Government to hold
up an entire community in the way they
did.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
wrong in saying that I did not have the
utmost assistance from every member of
the Government in this matter. I hope
there mnever will be a similar happening
again in Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Lambert: If some provision is not
made to prevent it, it will oecur again.

The PREMIER: We will make such pro-
vigion as will render it possible to guard
against 2 repetition of this trouble,

Mr. Lambert: The companies are in a
hetter position now than ever.

The PREMIER: I do not think so. We
have to secriously coansider the gunestion «f
the cost of mining, whether in respect to
wakber, wood or anything else, whenever the
opportunity offers, .

Ttem, National volunteer workers, eompen-
gation, wages, and other expenses, £1,000:

Mr. MUNSIE: I would like an explana-
tion from the Premier as to what this amount
is for and how much longer this business is

going on. I .notice by the Estimates that
we paid £2,311 last year, What was that
for?

The PREMIER: Everyone is aware of the
happenings on the wharf, and when the men
left they were out of employment for some
weeks and they were assisted by the Gov-
ernment. They are not being assisted now,
There was a shortage of work at that time,
and there must have beer 1,000 men out of
work in the country. The position is changed
now; there is work for everybody. -

Hon. P. Collier: How much a week were
they getting®

The PREMIER: Various sums,

Hon. P. Collier: How was the £2311
gpent last year? There was no vote last
year,

The PREMIER: I cannot say off hand, but
I will let the hon.” member have the informa-
tion. The £1,000 on the Estimates for this
year has already been spent.

Mr. Munsie: Are these men getting work
now?

The PREMIER: There is work for them,
but we had to give them something until
work was found. The hon. member knows
that I am concerned abouf the employment
of overyone, and we all realise that nothing
could be worse for the community than to
have men out of work.

Mr. JONES: Am I to understand that the
National workers were the only people who
werg out of work in the community?

The Premier: There were others.

Mr. JONES: Is there provision on the
‘Estimates for the sustenance of other men
who were ont of work? T imagine from the
Premier’s remarks that we are dealing with
‘men who were out of employment in the

_compensate the saviours

[ASSEMBLY.]

metropolitan area and who were anxious and
willing to work. Of all the hundreds or
thousauds who were unemployed in the State,
the ouly peopla who were provided with
money were the National workers of Fre-
mantle. I do not understand whether the
£1,000 was expended in dry npursing these
delicate, tender, hothouse plants, or whether
it was £2,311,

Mr, Munsie;
£3.907.

Mr. JONES: I notice that last year we
voted for the maintenance of National
workers the sum of £5. That, however, was
exceeded by £2,306. If the £1,000 which we
are voting now iz to be multiplied in the
eourse of the year at the same ratio, we shall
before the year is out spend half a million in
the maintenanee of the National workers.

The Premier: The contributipn ceased long
ago.
ng. JONES: Has the £1,000 been spent
already? If so, it has been spent in the four
months wiich have passed, If the Govern-
ment are to start a mew industry, I am
anxious that they should begin in the diree-
tion of manufacturing seabs.

The Premier: I do not think you should
use that word.

Mr. JONES: I will apologise to the Pre-
micr, beenuse I want him to clearly under-
stand that I deeply sympathise with him for
having had to deal with things of this sort.
He i3 too clean a man to have to handle
such dirty work. But this £1,000 is causing
me considerable eoncern. Lf the 400 odd men
who saved the gountry on the wharf at ¥re-
mantle and behaved in the patriotic fashion
which has recently come to light—if these
wonderful paragons of all the virtues are to
be eompensated to enable every one of them
to start in business as they all hope to be
able to deo .

Hon. P, Collier: They are all intent on
starting business.

The year Dbefore it was

Mr. JONES: I &o not know where wa
gshall end.

Hon. P. Collier: Some of them will start
newspapers. '

Mr. JONES: Or probably make a living
by taking in each other’s washing, and that
will be a very dirty business, too. But I
do not think £1,000 will be nearly sufficient,
On top of all this the Government intend to
of the country.
What do the Government intend to do% I
am rather worried as to what is going to
happen to these Galahads, these knight-
errants of modern day society, that T really
would like a full explanation from the Pre-
micr. I hope he will set my mind at rest
and enable me to go home to sleep peace-
fully and be fully content with the know-
ledge that these, our grand and mnoble
countrymen, these gallant gentlemen who
went to Fremantle and at the risk of their
lives did so much to save our bleeding eoun-
try in its time of stress—that he will assure
me these men will be looked after properly,
and whether we are going to have mere sums
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of £1,000 scattered over the Estimates as
though an inky-footed fly had erawled over
the pages of the Estimates and left its marks
here and there.

Mr, MUNSIE: I am surprised to learn
from the Premier that the £1,000 has already
been spent. That is a very serious admis-
slon in times like the present. Buot these
people have cost the State already about
£7,000, and we have a Commission sitting
which will cost easily up to aneother £1,000
before it finishes its work. Last year we
voted £5 and spent £2,311, This year we are
asked to vote £1,000. I want a definite as-
surance that there will not be one perny
paid in compensation as the result of the
Commission’s inquiries until Parliament has
had an opportunity of debating the matfer.
[ want a definite assnrance that the amount
of £1,000 which we are voting mow will not
be exceeded this year. The Premier said he
wag sorry that the member for Fremantle
called these people scabs. I say .they are
scabs of the very worst type—every one of
them, I would have been prepared to for-
give them if they had all done what a few
did, namely, walk off when the trouble was
ended.  There would then have been no
soreness left. Perhaps those who walked off
at the end of the trouble were not secabs.

The Premier: You have no right to eall
them that.

Mr, MUNSIE: T bave every right to call
them scabs, their true name. A man ought
to apologise to lis boots for compelling them
to walk on the same footpath that these
people use.

Hon. . Collier: We ought to disinfeet
the House every day after these peopls
come up here in droves.

Mr. MUNSIE: I never go near that end
of the building for fear of being infeeted
by the seabs. I expect an assurance from
the Premier that he will give Parliament an
opportunity to diseuss the matier before
auy further payments are made. In a way
[ am vather pleased that the Commission
has been appointed, beeause I am satisfied
that the evidence whieh has been published
in the Press, if it does nothing else, will
have the effeet of frightening others who
niay desire to scab in the future.

Hon, P. Collier: Tt will warn them off
for all time.

Mr. MUNSIE: The mer who are giving
evidence are telling some beautiful lies. We
might call them champion liars.

Hon. P. Cotlier: They are poor workers
but they are great liars.

Mr. MUNSIE: I can prove that some of
them have been felling lies before the Com-
mission. One of these natienalist scabs swore
that he was injured on the wharf and that

in consequence he counld de mothing for two:

or three wonths, whercas as o matter of faet
he was injured while working for a private
employer and drew no less a sum than £400
as compensation. .
The Premier:
dence on oath,
Hon. P. Collier: You ought to gaol them.

These men are giving evi-
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. Mr. MUNSIE: And that seab was not
gingle handed either. In many instances, the
evidence is not trme. I wish many of the
witnesses had received the treatment they
say they received. It would have been a
lesson to them.

Mr. LUTEY: I do not think it right that
the Commission should have sat in thig build-
ing. Perhaps we should not refer to it, see-
ing the Commission hag sat in a room at the
other end of the building. Probably it is
due to the training of the Speaker that the
Commission did not sit at this end of the
building.

The CHATRMAN: There is no refercnce
to the Commission in this item,

Mr. LUTEY: The item deals with these
gentlemen who are receiving the £1,000. It
was high-banded aection to allow the Com-
migsion te sit in Parliament House.

Hon. P. Collier: Have not you any regard
for members of another place?

Mr. LUTEY: XNe, I have not. L know
some of these men and, when they have the
audacity to say, ‘‘Good-day,”” weil, I feel
as if T would just as soon hit them in the
nose as look sideways at them. It iz a shame
that the Commission should have sat on the
premises, when we have to practieally rub
shonlders with these men.

Mr, MUNSIE: I want an assurance from
the Premier that he will not pay any com-
pensation before we have had an oppertunity
to discuss the matter. I am not prepared to
pass this item and to find next year that
£20,000 or £30,000 has been expended in com-
pensation.

The Premier:
do with it.

Mr, MUNSIE: This item represents com-
pensation for National seabs, and T am not
prepared to allow the Government to pay
away another £20,000 or £30,000 during the
next six months, and then tell the Houss
the money has been spent. Will the Pre-
mier give ws an opportunity to vote on the
guestion of the amount to be paid in com-
pensation ¥

The PREMIER: The matter of the Com-
mission or compensation should not be dis-
cussed now. This amount was spent to keep
these men until they could find work.

Mr. Munsie: That is what we shall be
told next year in regard to the £20,000 or
£30,000,

The PREMIER: We had to see that
these men were fed. There are some valued
citizens among them, and they had to be
treated as such.

Mr. Munsie: If you spend £20,000 or
£30,000 to seud them out of the State, T
shall gladly vote for it.

The PREMIER: I suppose they would
he glad te go.

Mr. Munsie; Let them go, and the State
will be well rid of them.

My, Lambert: They must he very fleet
PUNNETS.

Mr, Munsie: They have had good training,
anyhow.

This item has nothing to
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The PREMIER: The Commission will
make a finding and, if the Houge is sitting,
I shall immediately advise members of the
finding, -

Mr. LAMBERT: Surely the Premier can
give an assurance that ne large amount of
compensation will be paid until the House
has had an opportunity to discnss the find-
ings of the Royal Commission,

The PREMIER: If members take up the
attitude that no compensation should be paid,
the proper mcthod is to give notice of mo-
tion. It is not right to ask me, in connec-
tion with an item like this, to give an assur-
ance that no compensation will be paid. It
would be unwise “to discnss the question
while the Commission i3 sitting. It would
be unwisc to test the feeling of the House
while the Commission is sitting.

Mr, Lambert: They would tell bigger lies
if we passed 2 motion.

The PREMIER: I dare say the Commis-
gion will complete its labours before Parlia-
ment adjourns, Tf Parliament is in session,
I ghall intimate the finding to hou, members,

Mr, Munsie: If it i3 net in session, will
you pay the compensation and tell us pext
year that it has been paid?

The PREMIER: We shall have to abide
by the findings of the Commission,

Hon. P. Collier: Don’t say that!

Mr. Lambert; You will have to adopt
the findings?

The Honorary Minister: No, be guided by
thiem.

The PREMIER: We shall have fo be
guided by the findings of the Comumission,
The Government will have to stand by
their own acts, T maintain it is not right to
discuss the Commission on this dtem, or
on n separate motion.

Me, JONES: The Premier should give
an assurance that the £1,000 on the Esti-
mates

The Premier: It has nothing to do with
the Commission now sitting. I give you
that assurance.

Mr. JONES: I want an assurance that
the £1,000 will not be exceeded without first
obtaining the consent of the House, That
is not a hard undertaking to give. Next
year I do not wish to be told that a sum ot
£30,000 has been spent. It would ill be-
come a Government possessed of business
acumen to do anything like that. With the
go-slow methods the Commission is adopt-
ing and the numerous witnesses being
enlled, the proceedings might yet extend
over months and months. I do not say the
Commissioner is deliberately dclaying pro-
gress, but three guineas a day is a very fair
wage and, naturaltly, a man would not wish
to finish the job too soon. Probably Parlia-
ment will be in recess before we have an
apportunity to discuss the findings, It is
rnot unreasonable to ask the Premier for
an agsurance that the amount of £1.000 will
not be unduly exceeded before we have an
opportunity to discuss the findings of the
Commission.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: This item has nothing to
do with the Commission. It is to cover
assistunce already graated to these, men,
which assistance has been stopped.

Mr. Jones: What will happen if the Com-
missioner awards £30,000 compensation and
the TTouse has risen?

The PREMIER: T do not think that pos-
gible or probable. I do not know where
the £30,000 would come from. This item
has nothing to deo with the Commission,

Mr. Pickering: Will the compensation be
found by the State or by the Common-
wealth?

Hon, 1. Collier: I do not think we ought
to discuss that.

Mr. MUNSIE: T shall not be satisfied
until I get an assurance from the Premier
that the House will be given an oppor-
tunity to discuss the Commissioner’s re-
port. The Premier says this s neither the
time nor the place to nsk for that assur-
ance,

The Premier: I do not think it is,

Mr. MUNSIE: The Premier suggested
that notice of motion should be given.

The Premier: That is, if you must discuss
it.

Mr. MUNSIE: T am not prepared to give
such notice of motion while the Commission
is gitting,

The Premier: I said it ought not to be
done.

Mr, MUNSIE: It is the duty of the Pre-
micr to give the people an assurance that
no compensation will be paid until their re-
preaentatives in this House have an appor-
tunity to diseuss the report. That is only a
fair proposition, This Commissian is likely
to cost the State 80 per cent. more than any
other Royal Commission ever appointed in
the State, cven if the recommendations of
the others had been carried out to their
fullest extent. If the Premier will defi-
nitely have the Commission closed before
Tuesday mnext, I shall give notice of wmo-
tion, to test the fecling of members, that
no compensation be paid until such time
as we have had an opportunity to diseuss
the matter. This is the most lopsided Com-
mission that was ever appointed.

Mr, LAMBERT: The Premier would be
well advised to ask the Commissioner to
complete his report within a couple of
weeks,

Mr. Munsie: Parliament will be in recess
then.

Mr. LAMBERT: These chaps have had
a pretty fair go and all the good any fur-
ther evidence is likely to do will be infinite-
gimal,

The Honorary Minister: Yon have raised
their hopes considerably by this discussion
in talking of £40,000 or £50,000 compen-
sation.

Mr. Jones: We know Mr. Lazarns.

The Honorary Minister: e was a better
man than Dives,

Mr. Jones: He was covered with scabs.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Premier should un-
dertake to ask the Commisgioner to fur-
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nish his report within a week or two, so
that, if hc does recommend excessive com-
pensation, we shall -have an opportunity to
discuas the matter. That is only fair,

The PREMIER: I repeat that in my
opinion the question should not he further
discussed at this stage. T cannot give any
undertaking just now. If the Cominis-
sionor ean make his report within, say, the
next fortnight, I shall eertainly submit it
toe Parliament. I will inquire whether he
can do so.

Mr, JONES: 1In view of the Premier’s
failure, despite the very reasonable request
which lhas been made, to give an assurance
that this item——

The Fremier: I say that T hope the re-
port will be here before we prorogue.

Mr. JONES: I am very pleased to hear
even that. However, the powera given to
the Royal Commissioner are so extensive,
and the views and opinions of Mr. Lazarus
are so well known, that it is necessary to
take every step to eheeck these outrageous
payments of eompensation to natioral work-
ers.  Therefore, though with reluctance,
I move—

That the item be struck ount.

Though unemployment has been rife sinee
the very ineeption of responsible govern-
ment in Western Aunstralia, this is the first
time that it has been found necessary for the
State to expend thousands of pounds in
feeding people; and such a class of people!

Mr. GREEN: T unreservedly support the
amendment, For a man who is not in the
werking class movement it is difficult to
realise the strength of the feeling entor-
tained by the average worker towards the
man who has betrayed his own class to tWé
enployers. :

Mr. PICKERING: I support the item, I
will not enter into the merits or demerits
of the dispute, but we know very well that
when the wharf trouble first arose the Litle

of national worker was warranted, Whether -

events since then have been such as to give
reason for challenging that title, T will not
areue. However, I believe that the Royal
Commission was promised as ome of the
terms of settlement; and until the Com-
missioner’s report 1is available the Com-
mittee should, I think, hold its hand. As re-
gards this particular item, assistance had
to be given to the national workers, and
the money has been spent

Amendment put, and 2 division taken
with the following result:—

Ayos .. .. o 12
Noes ‘e . .. 16
Majority against ..o 4
AYES,
Mr. Chesson Mr. Lutey
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsie
Mr. Green Mr. Rocke
Mr. Holman Mr, Walker
Mr. Jones Mr. Willcock
Mr, Lambert Mr, O'Loghlen
(Teller.)
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Mr. Auvgelo Mr. Maley
Mr. Broun Mr. Miichell
Mr. Brown Mr. Money
Mr. Davies Mr. Nafra
Mr. Draper Mr. Pickering
Mr. Duft Mr. Smith
Mr. Durack Mr. Willmott
Mr. Griffiths Mr, Hardwick
(Toiler.)
Amendment thus negatived.
Item, Peace eelebrations, £30°
Mr. LAMBERT: While last year's

amount for this item wag possibly justified,
I want to know whether this £50 is to be
handed over to city bumbles to fly flags, or
how it is to be spent.

The PREMIER: The amount has been
spent on illuminating publie buildings.

Mr. LAMBERT: Fifty pounds is an on-
necessarily large amount to spend on light-
ing up public buildings. We could express
our gratification in a2 more economical man-
ner. By all means let us eelebrate Anzae
day, or Peace day; but such items as this
should be cut out altogether,

Item, Railway and tram passes for dis-
abled returned soldiers, ete., £500.

Mr. LAMBERT: THas the Premier econ-
sidered the advisability of marking in some
glight manner the State’s appreciation of
Western Australian V.C.’s by granting to
the brave men who have so distingnishad
themseclves a free pass for life over our
railway system? 1 have asked a question
previously on this subjeet, The number of
Western Australian V.C.'s i not great,
though undoubtedly hundreds of our soldiers
deserved that magnificent distinetion. The
free passes might be restricted as the Min-
ister for Railways thinks fit, but the grant-
ing of them would be a slight expression of
our appreciation of these heroes.

The PREMIER: T fully appreciate all
that is due to. veturned men, and especially
those who have so highly distinguished
themselves as to win the Vietoria Cross. The
member for Coolgardie brought the matter
up seme time ago, and since then I have
been in communication with other Govern-
ments on the subject.

Hon. P. Collier: You will have to be
very careful not to make an invidious
distinction as regards men who have won
other honours.

The PREMIER: I agree with that. What-
ever is done should be done by all the States
of the Commonwealth. We must bear in
mind, too, that a great deal remains to
be done for injured and ecrippled sol-
diers. All these matters take some time
to settle, A great deal of hardship and
suffering remains as the result of the war.
T know the Government will have the sup-
port of hon. members in anything we may
do to make life easier for the men who have
fought in the war.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1In this connection I
may refer to a question which T put to the
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Premier and to which, after a delay of
about three weeks—due, I was informed, to
the neeessity for finding out what the other
States were doing—T received the gtereo-
t.yped reply that the matter was being con-

sidered. I am not partieularly con-
cerned about the question raised by
the member for Coolgardie, for the
reason that all .our V.C’s, with one
cxeeption, are mnow in  as  good a

state of health as when they went away;
andl 1 man in good health would not seek a
privilege of the deseription suggested by the
member for Coolgardie. But I believe that
the whole community are in favour of earry-
ing out the policy of New Bouth Wales,
namely to give one-legged soldiers and blind
soldiers a pass. I know the Premier will do
his best. The first duty of the (overnment
is to those who are crippled rather than to
men in robust health who have won honours.
Colonel Murray, who has won mare honours
than any other man in the Australian army,
will be returning in & few weeks, and I am
guite eertain that he would not look for such
a concession as that proposed.

Mr. PICKERING: The Vietoria Cross
earries with it all that any reasonable man
conld desire. In England it is not evstom-
ary to give monetary recognition with the
Vietoria Cross, the distinetion being econ-
sidered snflicient. No man who has gained
such an honour would require any further
consideration. If any privilege is to be
given it should he given to those who have
suffered through their service.

My, LAMBERT: The looking after of
maimed seldiers is undertaken by the Fed-
eral Government. Sinece that Government
inonopolises almost cvery possible source of
revenue, I do not think the State should take
upon itself charges of this kind.

Ttem, Subsidy south-east coast mail ser-
vice (State steamship service), £1,150:

Mr. ANGELO:
what this item eans?
- The PREMIER: This is a subsidy to the
State Steamship Serviece for the mail ser-
viec on the south-cast coast. Tt represents
the differenee hetween the contract price
of the Adelnide Steamship Company and
that which the Commonwealth Government
were prepared to pay.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the Col-
onial Treasurer’s department.

Department of Agrienlture; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the votes.

Vote—Agriculture Generally, £57,201:

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. F.
E. 8, Wilimott—Nelson) [9.42]: I dJo not
think this vote requires much explanation,
considering the excellent apmual report from
the department which members have before
them, The report shows that all the import-
ant officers of the department have put up
for the use of hon. members a great deal

Will the Minister explain

[ASSEMEBLY.]

of valuable information. In the expenditure
of this department some savings have been
made. FEleven salaried -positions have been
dispensed with, répresenting a saving of
£2,061. We have taken some of the staff
and placed them under the general manager
of the Wyndham meat works and their sal-
aries will be charged up to that undertaking
in future. The expert staff has been streng-
thened by the appointment of a sheep and
wool inspector, a new dairy cxpert and two
extra potato inspectors.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There arc no potatoes to
inspect.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Indeed,
there are. Every potato that comes inte
the State has to be inspected.

Mr. OLoghlen: It is a ridiculous em-
bargo, building up a monopoly for the grow-
ers of the South-Waest.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 may
say that new regulations have been formu-
lated and will be laid on the Table within
the next few days. To my thioking the old
regulations were somewhat too stringent.
When we were a perfectly clean State with
no potatoe disease, it was an excellent idea
that every precaution should be taken, but
now that, unfortunately, we have a number
of potato idiseases, it is as well to modify
the restrietions. T do not propese to say
anything with regard to the Wyndham meat
works, for that subject will come up for dis-
cussion later on. At the metropolitan abat-
foirs and saleyards a greatly increased num-
her of stock has been dealt with, cxcceding
by £56,000 the values of last year. The
work of the irrigation expert has been
largely used in conmection with the soldier
scttlement  seheme at Harvey and other
places, and visits have bheen paid
to Carparvon and other centres where it
was thought special inducements might be
offered to soldiers. The fruit iuspection
branch also has given valuable service to
the soldier settlement scheme as well as to
private individuals.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
spector?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Thoe chief
inspector is Mr. (leorge Wickens, who has
held the appointment since the fruit eom-
migsioner left the State. I Jdn not kno
of any hetter officer in the servies. :

Mr. O'Loghlen: Was he in charge of the
Brunswick State Farm at one time?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No.
Under these Estimates we deal with ver-
min. The operations of the new Vermin
Act, and the poliey of the Goverument in
eradicating rabbits from the worst brecding
grounds on Crown lands, have had the
effect of materially abating this pest. Hon.
members will agree that moncy spent in
this way has been well spent. On a recent
trip through the eastern distriets I wasg
agreeably surprised to find how very few
rahbits were met with. On my last visit,
18 months ago, the whole sountry was vuer-
run with them. We were threatened with

Have you a new in-
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an invasion of sparrows, Although somc
kon, members may be disposed to treat this
subject hilariously, anyone who knows
what a serious pest these birds are will
agree that anything that can be done to
keep the sparrow out of Western Australia
will be of great benefit to the State. It
was reported that spafrows were coming
into the country, An inspecior who was
sent out discovered sparrows on a station
on the South Australian side. He proposed
to take action against them by laying
poison, but the owner of the station re-
fused to allow anything to be done. Since
then, however, satisfactory arrangements
have been made with the South Australian
Government for dealing with the sparrows,
and T hope we shall not be troubled with
them, at any rate for many years o come.
The arrangements made contemplate the
"laying of poison around any water. In that
district there is hardly any bird life except
sparrows, and so nothing but sparrows will
sulfer. The area under cultivation has in-
ereased materially since 1914. In that year
it was 137,000 aeres, whercas at the end
of 1918 it had reached 1,647,369 acres. This
is a gratifying mcrease The number of
sheep now in the State exceeds 7,000,000,
and is nearly 8,000,000 in excess of what it
was in 1914,

Mr, O’Loghlen: And yet mutton does not
come down, .

The HONORARY MINISTER: It has
come down very considerably in the last
fow weeks. As the great South-West is
opencd up and our flgeks increase, so will
the price of mutton to the consumer come
down. The entomologi¢al branch has given
special attention to the destruction of some
of the pests from -which our flocks suffer,
such as blowfly and weevil, and the opera-
tions are extended to embrace forestry
weork. Very good work can be done in this
dircetion, und very execllent officers have
bheen appointed to carry it out. The in-
formation contained in the annual report
will make interesting and informative read-
ing, Tt is solid matter, but not dry.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I do not see any provi-
sion for soil ananlyses, or for Mr. Mann’s
journeys te Harvey during the Ilast two
months for the purpose of sampling soils
there.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
work is done in the course of Mr. Mann’s
ordinary duties. We have had samples of
s0il from Ravensthorpe, about which we did
not know very mueh, and during the last
few months many of the soils have been
classified. 7These samples are reported on
by Mr. Mann in the ordinary way.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Which department pays
for the work?
The HONORARY MINISTER: The

money comes out of the vote of the Agri-
rultural Department,

Mr, O’'Loghlen: Under which item would
it come?
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The HONORARY MINISTER: It would
come under the item for the economic
entomologist.

Mr, Smith: The entomologiat does not test
the soils?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr. Mann
deoes that, but the officer is under him. Tn-
stead of having two laboratori¢s we have one,
and the work is ecarried out to the entire
satisfaction of cveryene concerned and at
greatly reduced cost to the State. Hon.
moembors will see that increases are conspie-
uous by their absence, and that there is a
decrease in the Estimates as a whole.

Mr, Q’Loghien: What about Wyndham?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That
does not come wp for discussion under this
vote.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There is an increase shown
in conncetion with the item for elerks, in-
cluding these in business undertakmgs and
trading concerns,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
nowly ostablished officc of gemeral maunager
of the Wyndham Freezing Works involves
a sum of £1,600 a year, but this is not the
place in which to discuse the matter. I com-
mend .the Estimates to the consideration of
hon. members,

Mr, GRIFFITHS (York) [9.35]: The
Honorary Minister has stated that we have
before us an interesting and informative re-
port. I have read most of it myself and
can bear out what he has gaid. T should like
to bring under the mnotice of the Honorary
Minister a wmatter ahout which I have al-
ready consulted the Premier, whom I judge
to be in sympathy with it. Some time ago
a Royal Commission on agriculture took a
considerable amount of evidence. Amongst
other things, the commigsioners meuntioned in
their interim report the question of the mor-
tality amongst farmers’ horses. It was
pointed out that those losses were in a great
measure dne to the lack of men gkilled in
\cteriua,ry work in the districta referred to
in the report. I have gone to the trouble of
finding out how many veterinary surgeons
and veterinary practitioners we have in West-
ern Australia. T have ascertained that there
arc only eight fully qualified veterinary sur-
geons in the State, of whom only four are
here to-day. Of veterinary. practitioners I
have a list of 22, of whom only about 18 are
practising. We have, therefore, in the
neighbourhood of a s¢ore of men possessing
veterinary knowledge who are competent
legally to practise amongst our stock. T
brought this matter up Dbefore the Premier
in 1917, I pointed out that there were cor-
tain men in the back country possessing a
knowledge of veterinary matters, who were
precluded by the Aet from praectising. If
they did the work for nothing they were
enabled to practise, but they were not in the
position to do the work without fee. In
my own electorate there were three or four
men who possessed veterinary knowledge. In
conversation with various other eountry mem-
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bers I found that in certain districts, in the
Toodyay distriet, for instance, there were
men whe were particularly skilful in this
direction, but who were not veterinary prac-
titioners and were not, therefore, allowed to
aceept any fees for -their work. I hold no
particular brief for any of these men, but
I do say that in view of the small pumber
of veterinary surgeons and practitioners we
have in Western Australia, and as we have
no  veterinary college to which those par-
ticularly interested in the work can go for
the purpose of obtaining the necessary train-
ing, we should make some provision by which
these other men could exercise their veterin-
ary skill in the direction of preventing so
many of the losses, to which I have referred,
oceurring in the country distriets, This, of
course, would be subject to their proving
that they possessed the necessary skill to
cnable them to carry out the work. In the
Bruce Rock district the loss of horses in two
years was 142, I am assured by people in
that distriet that had it not been for Mr.
Titus Lander, who went out repeatedly at
his own expense to treat the horses of set-
tlers, the mortality would have been very
much greater. I have suggested to the Pre-
mier that the Aet should be amended in such
a way that the Governor in Counecil would
have power to nominate any person or per-
song, whom he might think were entitled to
be registered under the Act, and that such
nominec or nominees shonld have all the
rights and privileges of a veterinary surgeon
practising under the Act. T know it will be
said that it i3 not right that we should
introduce legislation for individuals, In this
ense, however, my object is not to assist an
individual, but to assist the settlers in the
country districts. [f there are men in the
agricultural areas whe c¢an prove that they
possese the necessary skill and experience in
dealing with sheep, cattle, or horses, they
should be brought under the provisons of the
Act so that their services would be avail-
able to the owners of such stock. T Dlelieve
that Mr. Titus Lander could have been made
a veterinary practitioner but for his honesty.
He¢ was asked if he was making his living
at the business, but he replied in the nega-
tive. At the time he was the member for
East Perth, and in all probability did not
expect that later on he would become a
farmer., He did not look to the veterinary
ealling as 2 means of earning a livelihood.
I have taken the trouble to obtain some en-
dorsement of what I have snid regarding Mr.
Lander’s =kill with and his love for
animals. We find that the S.P.C.A. gives
him cvery eredit for the good work he has
performed regarding the purification of the
mille supply in the metropolitan area and
tubercular troubles amongst cattle, and gen-
erally for his veterinary skill. Mr. Lander
possesses dozens of references from owners
of stoek in various positions, and when he
ean prove that he has demonstrated his
skill over a period of 17 years, T say that
we should enable him to practice veterinary
work in the distriet in which he lives. Men
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possessing the qualities of good naturo that
are so noticeable in Mr, Lander are called
upon by every Tom, Deck, and Harry in the
country. He never refuses to relieve the
sufferings of animals when possible, hut
always refuses to take a fee. If, however,
we could amend the Aet in the direction I
have suggested Mr. Lander would be able
to give his services to his neighbours and
aceept some remuneration for those ser-
viees, and he would also be the means of
gaving tuch of that loss which has oc-
curred during the last two years. 1 wish
to touch upon the question of potash sup-
plies for fruitgrowers, I have read with a
great deal of interest the remarks with re-
gard to fruit growing., Some little time ago
I, ns Whip of the Country party, had handed
to me a request that we should endeavour to
see that a proper proportion of the world’s
supply of potash was made available for
the growers in this State of fruit, potatocs,
onions and vegetables. I asked the Minis-
ter controlling the department ecertain
questions and I pointed out to him that the
report he had rcecived from the Mines De-
partment set out that 129 tons of alunite
ore had been treated and 90 tons of fer-
tilizer had been made ready for use, that
the present plant was produeing six tons
per day, while, in the near future, it was
probable that this would be inereased to
20 tons, T am informed that this is very
misleading; it only represents n three per
cent,  potash  content. I told the fruit
growers what T learmmed, and they are
anxions to lknow—TI hope the Minister will
be able to informm us—whether this source
of potash supply is likely to bhecome a com-
mercial proposition, and whether it is
likely to be made available at anything like
a reasonable rate. The information that I
have obtained from the Mt. Lyell people, is
that potash to-day costs £25 to £30 a ton.
The cost previously was £15 a ton. T alse
asked the Minister for Agriculture a ques-
tion with regard to the deposit of glan-
conite sand at Gingin, which, according to
a bulletin issued by the Geological Depart-

ment is worthy of being tested by
the Agricultural Department. I Thave
not been able te learn yet whether

any attempt has heen made by the Agri-
cultural Department to make that sand
availahle. It has been suggested in the
bulletin of the (eclogical Department
that the sand ecould supply, in a rough
and ready way—in the absence of potash
whieh is now almost unprocurable—a potash
suitable for the purpose for which the agri-
culturists require it. The Mt. Lyell people
have also informed me that potash from
alunite wonld cost approximately £50 a ton,
and it is in regard to this that I would like
to have some information from the Minis-
ter. The member for Coolgardie (Mr, Lam-
bert) has told me that, so far as the cx-
periments at Kalgoorlie are conecerned, his
opinion is that the potash will not prove a
payable proposition. To ascertain whether
that is so or not is what I am after. An-



[30 OcroBEr, 1919.]

other item to -which I desire to refer is
fencing  wire. The THonorary  Miuister
knows that T have been interested in this
question for a considerable time, The
member for Hannang (Mr., Munsie} told us
that in regard to No. 10 galvanised foucing
wire, a quote given was £60 a tom, and
that the man who wanted it was subse-
quently able to import it for £29 10s, a ton
c¢.if. Fremantle, People who require this
kind of fencing material should get their
lamps well trimmed so as to learn cxactly
what is going on, Some time in August a
question was asked Mr. Massey Greene as
to what provision was being made with re-
gard to providing fencing and barbed wire
netting in view of the alarming spread of
the rabbit pest in the Eastern States.
After stating that it was practically use-
less for the Government to set out to. pur-
chase foncing wire at the existing high
prices, particnlarly on a falling market, Mr,
Greene finished up by saying—

I am glad to be able to say that within
tho next six weeks or so a very large
plant will bhe in eperation in Awnstralia
which will be abie, in a very short time,
to draw sufficiont wire to meet the whole
of Australia’s requirements in wire net-
ting. Once the wire is drawn, the actnal
weaving of it into mesh is a compara-
tively easy matter.

That was about cight or ten weeks ago, and
since that statement was made in the Fed-
eral Houge, I came across a paragraph in
an Bastern newspaper headed ‘* Wire Works
for Anstralia; Millions of tons of barbed
wire for sale,’’ and it stated— )

Definite  information coneerning the
project for the establishment of new wire
netting works on a very large seale in
Australia is contained in o cable message
received from Mr. (. Delprat, general
manager of the Broken Hill Proprietary
Co.; now on a visit to Great Britain. Mr.
Delprat states that an English firm pro-
poses to establish works at Neweastle to
supply the Australian market.

In reply to & question as to the quantity of
wire netting, barbed wire, and fencing wire
which the Tmperial Government hag for sale,
the High Commissioner, Mr. Fisher, has in-
formed the Minister for Customs (Mr,
Greene) that over a million tons of barbed
wire, more or less rusty, is available where
it js lying in American ports at £10 per ton.
A large quantity is heing derusted and
coated in England, and will be available
after treatment at E£16 103, per ton. Quan.
tities of wire netting may be obtained but
no galvanised wire is available, says Mr,
Fisher. In speaking on the Address-in-reply
I urged the Honorary Minister to keep an
eye on what was pgoing on., I helieve he
hag done so, but we private members ean-
not always get inside information and that
is why I am stressing the maftter to-night.
There is still another question to which T
wish to refer. Mr. Tudor asked in the Fed-
eral House whether the Minister for Trade
and Customs would state if it was correct,
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ag reported in the Press, that his depart-
ment intended to hand over te the Wheat
Pool the profit of £100,000 made by the sale
of cornsacks. Mr. Greene’s reply was that
the Government proposed to take steps that
would lead to the £100,000 made out of the
wheat sacks being refunded to the Pool. If
that i3 to bhe done it is just as well that
those who are dealing with the matter should
be kept on the move,

Mr. Munsie: The matfer should never
have been handed over to private firms.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is so. I believe
that £300,000 was taken from the people by
that deal. ‘

Mr, Munsie: The farmersg throughont Aus-
tralia were robbed.

Mr. GRIFPFITHS: That is what makes
me anxious that the £100,000 should go back
to the farmers.

Mr. Munsie: The money will come out of
the taxpayers’ pockets.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It will come ont of
the farmers’ pockets, I notice from the re-
port presented by the Commissioner for the
Wheat Belt that the Commissioner has done
what should have been done lonug ago, that
ig, to set out the aetivities that he has to
cover. DPerhaps no one knows hetter than
I do the work that is done by Mr. Sutton.
Seven years ago I drove Mr. Sutton to Mr.
Flower’s farm at Kodj Kodjin, where he
delivered his second or third lecture. Mr,
SBntton then stressed the faet that the farm-
ers who were on light land would have to
see to it that they introduced different culti-
vable methods, that they would have to get
sheep for their holdings, and that the light
land would require treatment very different
frem that of the heavy lands, that they could
not go on ecropping continuously without
changing the erops and without stock, I
thought at one time that the Commissioner
was not following out his original ideas, but
I have sinece learned that that officer has
been particularly busy in regard to the in-
troduction of new varieties of oats to super-
sede the old Algerian, something that would
be earlier and would suit dry conditions
hetter. 1 notice in his report that he men-
tions the fact that he has evolved two vari-
eties, namely, Burt’s Early and Lachlan.
Both are eminently suited for the dry condi-
tions and these will help, particularly on the
light lands, to make payable propositions
which were previonsly difficult, In his re-
port on light and wet lands, the Commis-
sioner for the Wheat Belt states that he has
been giving serious attention to what is re-
garded as a very big problem so far as West-
ern Australia is concerned. We have a cer-
tain proportion of heavy lands in thiz coun-
try abhout which we need not worry ourselves.
The problem, however, is the immense area
of light lands, and they are of endless var-
iety. We have the mallee land, the land of
Kulin, about which there has been a good
deal of trouble of late, the wodgil, and the
lands at Ongerup. There is land that seems
to be poorer even than the wodgil, and
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what is to bhe
not able to say.

done with that I am
But even within a few
miles of this poor land we find land
which will produce practically anything.
It is a big problem and I am pleased that
the Commissioner for the wheat belt is tack-
ling it in a businesslike way, Within 12
wiles of the poorest of some of this wodgil
connfry, there is a lot of land of appar-
eatly similar character carrying light scrub,
and some of that land which has been
brought under cultivation is growing mag-
nificent crops of oats. The wodgil land is
s0 poor that the Government have had to
move many of the settlers from it on to
other bioeks, so that that land is now de-
serted and a lot of money has been lost.
Members on looking through the report,
might be inclined fo ecavil at the veferences
to agrienltural lectures and vigits, and the
reports and bullating published. Ever since
I have been in the House, I have advocated
these things strongly, and I still maintain
that they should he encouraged to the wery
utmoat. Any number of our settlers had
very little or no experience, and I am
pleased that we are heginning to realise
it is almost useless to put a man withoat
experience on the tand. The Repatriation
Department are insisting upon applicants
having a certain amount of knowledge be-
fore they are granted land. The Yanlhee
and the Canadian discovered this long ago.
They insist that a man about to take up
land shall satisfy one of the district repre-
sentatives that he has a knewledge or ap-
titude to fit him for the calling. 1 should
like the Government to introduece a Bill to
amend the veterinary practitioners law, for
1 am sure that those men who are giving
their serviges gratis have the sympathy of
hon. memborg, -I hold no brief for Mr,
Titus Lander, but I know of other men who
are giving their gervices in a similar way.
I know Mr. Lander, and I know of his work
and [ have made an appeal because such
a man should be given the right to charge
for his services. However, he will not nc-
cept a penny except for the drugs, and in
many cases he cven gives them without
charge.

Mr. Green: Te is averaging three days
a week for nothing.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T have known him to
be taken from hig harvester to attend to a
hotae or a cow that was dying; in his good-
natured way he left his work for the good
of another settler, For such services he de-
clines to accept a penny, becanse he is not
willing to pot himself under the whip. He
gaid if he eould not be paid for his services
in a proper way, he would have to knock off
lending assistance becawse he cannot afford
to neglect his own place.

Mr, Lutey:; Yon said there are many
athers.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: So there are. I know
of three or four, and the member for Tood-
yay (Mr. Piesse), I kuow, could mention
others.

. [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O’Loghlen:  'The trouble is that
Lander will not knoeck it off; he will keep
on untjl he is bankrupt,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1 am glad the Com-
migsioner is taking up the matter of the
light land so keenly, Lectures have heen
given by him throughout the length and
hreadth of the country, and a considerable
amount of useful information has been dis-
geminated by him. T have had an oppor-
tunity to put data before him, and have
found that he is quite au fait with the
matter. When 1 cxplained to him how sot-
tlers in my own dry areas regarded cer-
tain things, he was kcenly interested, and I
think my temarks may have caused him fo
enlarge his knowledge in some directions, as
1 had a better knowledge of the particular
district which he in his larger sphere had
not had an opportunity to acquire.

Mr. MONEY (Bunhury) [10.6]: I must
confess I am not equally gratified with the
report made in regard to the Department of
Agriculture.  This State in 1917-18 spent
a very congiderable sum of money in an in-
vostigation of tho south west distriets. A
lot of very useful evidence was obtained
and a valnable report was made. Time
after {ime, it has been acknowledged in this
Houge that the most important matter con-
nceted with agrigulture in the South-West
is that of drainage. All this information as
to the analytical value of manures, the
various kinds of cereals, and the stock pro-
duetigy is altogether useless untess we lave
means to get the surplus water out of the
hravy, black, strong land. With a depart-
ment spending ne less than £57,000 per
annum, there is a great failing in the fact
that little or no mention is made of the im-
portant subject of drainage. In this par-
ticular department we have the fruit ex-
pert, the dairy expert, the sheep and wool
inspeetor, . .

Mr. Griffiths: You are wrong.

Mr, MONEY: If the hon. member looks
at the Estimates, he will fnd all the im-
speetars I have mentioned, but there is no
draiunge inspector or imstructor, and thus
the most important subject of the whole
lot is .entirely omitted. No provision is
made in connection with this, the most im-
portant faetor in the suec¢ess of agriculture
in the South-West. Although this report
wes obtained in 1917-18, the time has
arrived when we should do away with this
stereotyped annual repert—whieh is in the
rature of a flourish of trumpets—and
consnlted thoge who lknow and who
would be willing to give the result of
their expericnce towards devising a method
to develop the South-West on the only
sucecssful  lineg possible, namely, by
the use of lime and the drainage of the
land. The success of settlenient on
the land, partienlarly of our returned
soldiers, eould be furthered by the appoint-
ment of local committees aequainted with
the conditions of their particular distriets.
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Their knowledge shonid be availed of to
the utmost, and they should be urged to
visit and take an interest in the hundreds
and thousands of returned soldiers who are
going on the land, going there in many
cases without that loeal help and, I am
sorry to think, with the prospect of nothing
else but failure for many of them. The
greatest help that can be given them is the
friendship and sympathy and adviee of
those who have been successful in the
particular locality. It would be well if the
Government seriously considered this ques-
tion, nnd devised means to decentralise this
most important industry in the State. We
have worked it from one c¢centre—Perth—
notwithstanding that for years we have
been preaching the neeessity for decentral-
isation, Still, not a step forward have we
moved in the direction of decentralisation.
We all admit that this is the correct policy,
and that it should be earried out, and yet
so little is done to carry it out. Most of
the expenditure of £57,000 a year is cen-
tralised in Perth. Wec lose too much power
in distance; too much time and expense in
travelling. There should be 2 system .of
field inspectors, and wuntil we can make
provision for the necessary flield inspec-
tors we shonld encourage the most
successful men in each  distriet  to
fulfil these functions. I am sure that five
out of every six persons who settle on the
land in the South-West have no concern
whatever as to the need for outfalls in
connection with the drainnge, and the
necessity for these outfalls should be
brought home to them by local field inspee-
tors. Tt is uselsss to talk about draining
a field unless the water cam De given an
outlet somewhere. It is as important to
settlers to have the levels and know where
the outfalls should be, as for a mariner to
have a chart and know where the rocks are
for the safe mavigation of his ship. It
mattcrs not what official inspeeters we
have, it matters not what hureaucracy we
have, unless we have the help and gridance
and experience of those who have made a
succesy of settlement under local conditions,
the Departmient of Agricuiture is not ful-
filling and never can fulfil the fenetiong for
which we are expending this hnge sum of
money.' .

Mr. ANGELC (Gascoyne) [10.13]: Tn
introducing the Eatimates for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the Honorary Minister
lias pointed ont with some pride that there
is a certain amount of saving this year. T
am not with him in that opinion; I am sorry
to see that there is a saving in this depart-
ment hecanse if there is any department
which will be responsible for the welfare of
the State; it 1s the Department of ‘A griculture.
The member for Bunbury hag just pointed
out that the department have the spending
of £57.000. But we in this State are to
be responsible for the expenditure of be-
tween three and four milliens for the re-
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patriation of our soldiers. Further, we have
it from the Premier that a tentative offer
has been made Ly the British Government,
whereby we may reccive 36,000 ex-service
men, who are to be financed to the extent of
£500 each. That means ancother 18 millions
sterling for which this State will have to
be responsible. Therefore the Agrieulteral
Department are to be responsible for the
wige or the foolish expenditure of about 22
millions sterling within the next four or
five years. In view of these huge figures
we ghould have the very best expert know-
ledge available in the spending of that
money. It. wili depend on that expert
knowledge whether the State is going to
benefit as it shonld, or whether the expun-
diture is poing to result in failure. The
time has come when the Agricultural De-
partment should have a permancnt head.
The present acting head is a gentleman rve-
ceiving £648 per annum. T understand he
has a good record as an office man, but
knows nothing about agrieulture, whieh has
not been his profession, T asuggest we
should have. a director of agriculture, and
give him £1,500 or £2,000 a year to con-
trol this most impertant and growing de-
partmont. Such an appointment would give
us that continnity of poliey which i s0
very neeessary for the successful ronduct
of the department. OFf course we have a
Minister in charge of the department, but
Ministers come ond go. Tnless we have a
permanent head such as T suggest, T do not
think mueh good will result fram the future
operations of the department. T would like
to see at the head of that department a
gentleman with something like the qualifi-
cations of our Premicr—a man of businoss

and also of farming experience, and
at the same time a good adminig-
trater, The world should be scoured

to obtain suech an officer, and he should he
pretity well allowed to name his own salary,
In a large measure it will depend on  his
administration whether the department will
snceeed in the future. The Tlovorary Min-
istor points out with pride that we have new
experts in dairying, in sheep, in wool, and
in poultry. No doubt 'these expertz are
very important; but, to judge from the sal-
aries appropriated to these officers, I do not
think we have obtained the very best brains.
The dairy expert especially should be a gen:
tleman who can command a higher salary
than we see on these Estimates. Turther,
I would like to see attached to the depart-
ment an irrigation engineer. We have a
very good irrigationist now, hut Mr, Seott
acknowledges that he knows nothing about
engineering, In the North-West we have
vast arcas soitable for irrigation. I am not
referring to the Gascoyne alone, hut also
to the Ashburton, the Harding, the Fortes-
cue, and other rivers.” We must look abead,
for if the ex-servico men are coming we
must be prepared to place them on ecountry.
Therefore the department shounld engage
the servieces of an irrigation engineer; I
mean an engineer who has heen working
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in counection with rivers such as are found
in our North-West. I believe that such a
gentleman could be loaned from the In-
dian Government. To begin with, the ap-
pointment need be merely a temporary one,
long enough to allow the officer to inspect
and report on our northern areas.  This
should be donc speedily, so that we may
know promptly what area of good land is
avuilable for the men we hope to obtain
from the Old Country, In the eastern
wheat belt, which a Parliamentary party
visited recently, I noticed. some deep wells,
But a great deal of the water conservation
in those districts is dependent on dams.
That is an expensive system, and I think
experiments might be made in the wheat
belt with bores to search for decp weils and
sub-artesian water, By the creciion of wind-
mills and- tanks provision counld then be
made for stoeck. The matter ought to be
taken in hand very soon, because, as the
Bonorary Minister has pointed out, the
numbers of our sheep are increasing very
rapidly, If we want to carry the number
of sheep that we ought to carry, wo must
make the necessary provision. If one or
two boring plants were sent to those dis-
tricts for the purpose of experimenting, 1
believe good results would aceruc, With
regard to conservation of fodder, T think it
would be a good idean to adopt the sugges-
tion made by the Royal Commission on
Agriculture that au experienced farmer, one
who has had a good deal to do with the
preserving of fodder, should be hrought
over here from the Eastern States. His
vigit need not be a very long one. He conld
see the varions settlers concerned, and ad-
visge them what to do. Lastly, I wish to
suggest to the Minister the establishment
of a sehool of instruction in  agrieulture
elose to the city and the more thickly popu-
latcd portion of the State. We have State
farms at Narrogin, Denmark, Brunswick,
and Chapman; but it is impracticable for
most of the men who are intercsted or wish
to he instructed in agrieuliure.of any des-
cription whatever to visit those distant
farms for toition. If a small area were
aceguired near Gesnells—where there ia some
good and fairly cheap country—an experi-
mental sehool could be established there,
with small plots of wheat, and fodders, and
vegetables. One day per week could be set
apart for lectures. On that day the de-
partmental experts could attend and give
tuition to all who cared to come. The tui-
tion should be free of cost. If this scheme
were adopted, I feel certain that a great
many people Wwould interest themselves in
agriculture, and, instead of hanging about
the toswns to earn a meagre living, would
go out into the country to settle for them-
selves., T strongly urge the establishment
of a school of agricultural instruction close
to the ecity. The project need ‘not prove
very expensive, because the school might
become largely self-supporting. For my own
part, before becoming a member of this
House I went several times to the Bruns-
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wick and other State farms for the pur-
pose of acquiring knowledge of stock and
of fodder growing methods. This ran me

‘into considerable sung, and I am sure the

expense would debar many people from ac-
quiring the knowledge unless they could
secure it much cheaper than [ did. I trust
the Minister will faveurably consider my
suggestion. If it is acted upon, perhaps it
will do some good and assist the depart-
ment in carrying out the very important
functions committed to their care.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair,]

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [10.25]: In
speaking on these Estimates, I desire to con-
gratulate the Minister responsible for the
appointment of a dairy expert. I am not at
one with the last speaker in condemning an
expert merely on account of the smallness
of the salary paid to him. Tt is hardly
possible for this State to afford the salaries
woe would like to pay such officers, But if
we are able to secure snitable men at lower
salaries, we should avail ourselves of their
services. In connection with dairying, I am
glad to see that the department have intro-
duced a system of herd testing. Members
would do well to read the report on this
subject, which shows the importance attach-
ing to that aspect of dairying. The report
discloses that in Vietoria the average yield
of butter fat is 140lbs. per aunum, while in
New South Wales it is 170lbs. Against those
avernges, Western Australia has an average
of only 110lbs. These, of course, arc aver-

ages for herds, There are herds which
yield mueh  higher  tests, There i3
one case of an average of 416lbs.
of butter faf, and there are indi-

vidual cows that yield up to 1,000lbs. of
butter fat. These figures show how far
Wesatern Australia has to go as a butter
producing State. Jf by introducing the
herd testing principle we can improve our
herds, the question of paying good wages on
dairy farms will be solved. If we get cows
giving, say, 200 or 300 lbs. more butter fat
than those which we are milking to-day, evi-
dently the margin of profit will be very much
greater in this State and the difficulty of
gecuring labour will in large measure be re-
moved. I am glad the department have also
seen fit to appoint a potato expert, and I
should like to read ome or two extracts from
his report, which will disabuse hon. members?
minds on the question of potate preduction
in Western Australia. Whenever that ques-
tion has been raised in this Chamber, it
seems to have been looked upon rather as a
matter of ridieule. The annual report of the
Agrienltural Department bears out what T
said on the Price Fixing Bill, namely, that a
minimum price is essential for the encounr-
agement of the potato-growing industry to
its fullest extent. The Chief Tuspector of
Agriculture for the South-West writes—

FPotatoes are an expensive crop to pro-
duce, costing from £20 to £25 per acre,
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8o that a erop of 234 tons, per acre at £8
per ton is required to sguare the ledger.
If an arrangement were made by which

a minimum price could be guaranteed to

growers it would stimulate the production

of potatoes. This procedure hag been fol-
lowed in Great Britain during the war
period nnd creates in the grower a feeling
of sceurity which at once reacts in larger
areus being planted and production there-
by increased. Importations for the year
ended 30th June, 1919, have amouuted to

5,498 tons of potatoes and 1187 tons of

onions. The acreage under potatoes and

the yield during the last five years are as
follows:—1914, 5,220 acres, 17,803 tons;

1915, 6,500 acres, 21,600 toms; 1916-17,

5,838 aecres, 16,841 tons; 1917-18, 4,484

aeres, 11,320 tonas.

Tt is evident that large quantities of pota-
toes are grown in this State, and that they
are not grown so much in conscquence of the
excessive prices ruling lately as has been
asserted in this Chamber. My contention in
this respect is supported by the shrinkage
in arep whieh ig digclosed by the table I
have just guoted. The fact that potatoes are
not grown to the full extent they should
be in this State is due to the fluctuations in
their price and to the absence of a minimum
price. I join with the member for Bunbury
in his remarks on the vital importance of
drainage to the Sonth-West. T also join with
him in thinking that more should be done
in the matter of drainage than is shown in
the departmental reports or on these Iigti-
mates. The only reference to drainage that
T can see in the report is—

Farmers are rapidly being educated as
to the value of drainage and practical
results are visible in many distrvicts, which
is very gratifying, Careful levels are tak-
ing the place of slipshod methods, and in
all eases the settlers appreciate the assist-
ance given by the department.

It is of no use farmers in the South-West
taking up the question of drainage until a
national scheme has been resolved upon. TUn-
less the Government are prepared to lay qut
& system of main drainage right through the
South-West it will be useless for farmers to
tackle the proposition. It is essential that
the Government should give eareful atten-
tion to the growth of fodder plants, more
especially in the South-West. Much of the
country down there is without value until im-
proved. Yet when the land is improved it
can be made to produce good pastures, which
will earry a considerable number of stock,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Like the hon. member,
it is sometimes sour.

Mr. PICKERING: I think the hon. mem-
ber himself is sometimes sour, especially
after a bad day at the races. It takes a lot
of money to develop this land properly, but
under correct treatment it will carry large
numbers of stock. I know many people who
are now producing good fodder erops and
gecuring o big return therefrom. We had at
Brunswick an experimental farm which was
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a good proposition as far as it went. It
was the only demonstration farm we had in
the South-West, but it bas now been aban-
doned. The member for Gasecoyne suggested
the establishment of an experimental farm
or training college in one of the suburbs
of Perth. I can see no utility in placing
such a farm where there is so little land for
scttlement. It is better that we should have
small experimental farms scattered through-
out the country. If the hon. member had
locked at the departmental report, he would
have seen that the Government have under
consideration the establishment of am agri-
cultural college, and that a committee has
been appointed for the purpose. I do not
look with great favour om the appointment
of the wool and sheep expert. We in the
South-West are not in a position to utilise
his services. A man with a wide knowledge
of sheep is more likely to bring about the
introduction of the elass of sheep best
suited to a particular distriect. I am

*2lnd to notice from the report that Mr.

Wickens, the chief inspector of fruit, has
recovered from his very serious accident and
will shortly resume work. ke is a most
zealons officer, and has renderd most excel-
lent serviee to the department. I hope the
Minister will take care to see that sufficient
shipping space is cobtained during the com-
ing season for the frunit we hope to export.
In regard to the vermin boards, there is
room for improvement in their censtitution
and in the dispoesition of the areas hrought
under thetr jurisdiction. The whole of the
area between the No. 1 rabbit-proof fenece
and the coast should be formed into vermin
boards and every portion of it brought
within the purview of the Aet. Tlhe member
for York referred to veterinary research,
and instanced the case of Mr. Titus Lander.
Apparently it was in the interests of that
gentleman that the hon. member put up his
fight.
Mr. Griffiths: Absolutely wrong.

Mr. PICKERING: Whilast quite in ac-
eord with the hon. member in regard to that
partieular case, T do not think it should be
made a2 general rule that anyone who be-
lieves he ean practise veterinary seience
should be ipso facto registered as a veter-
inary surgeon. The member for York said
that if candidates coull satisfy a judge, they
should be appointed. I understand the vet-
erinary board are prepared to accept any-
body who can pass the neceasnry examina-
tion. If we are to say that anyone who can
pull a horse’s tooth is to become a veterin-
ary surgeon, God help the farmers when
they have an important case!

Mr. Griffiths: You do not know a veter-

inary surgeon from a veterinary praeti-
tioner,
Mr. PICKERING: They are both en-

titled to colieet fees under the Act. I do
not set myself up to be a judge of veterinary
surgeons.

Mr. Griffiths:

i Well, you do in respset of
most things.
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Mr. PICKERING: In respect of those
things on which I am ecapable of exereising
judgment L have no hesitation in doing so.

Mr. Grifiths: Or even where you only
think you are capable,

Mr, PICKERING: .I am strongly op-
posed to the throwing about of degrees in
veterinary science to unqualified persong.
The Veterinary Board of Western Australia
i3 guite capable of saying who should be
registered as a veterinary practitioner or a
veterinary surgeon. If there is a special
case, such as that instanced by the member
for York, I think perhaps consideration
should be given to it, for the reason that the
gentleman coneerned eonld not make appli-
eation to he registered as a veferinary sor-
geon at the fime. If we have had the faets
of the case, and T do not doubt it, special
considcration should he given to it, but it
should not be taken as a precedent for the
registration of anyone who is not qualified
to practice.

AMr. Griffiths: That is quite right,

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is a vital thing for
peonle who have valnable stock to know that
the men to whom they hand it over are cap-
able of treating it properly. They shoyld
not have to go to people who will acecpt the
responsibility without the wnccessary know-
ledge or capability to give treatment.

My, Griffiths: That is the last thing we
want,

My, PICKERING: Tt was the custom in
Australia to allow anyone to practice medi-
¢ine whether he was qualified or not. Tt be-
came necessary to introduce legislation to
prevent this. All those men who were prae-
tising at the time were allowed to continue
doing g0, but fortunately they have died out
The same thing may be said in regard to
veterinary science. I wish to refer to the
butter industry. T had an oppertunity when
butter was scarce of bringing to the House
some samples of butter from the Busselton
factory. A unanimous vote of thanks was
passed to mec for the opportunity that was
given to members to taste butter of such
good quality, The member for Bunbury had
the opportunity of saying what the Bnn-
bury butter factory had done. I wish to
ghow what has been done and is being done
by the Bussclton butter factory. It is under
the coutrol of the State and I hope will be
turned into a State trading concern. The
report of the department contains this re-
fereneo to it—

The Buassclton factory econtrolled by
the State has had to be enlarged during
the year and special provisions made for
the handling of the large number of
cream eans that eome to hand. An addi-
tional room 40 by 35 hag been provided
with a concrete floor and other comveni-
ences. A 400-gallon Batch pasteuriser
has alse been provided and is now in-
stalled rendy for operation, and an addi-
tional 8Simplex churn has been obtained
and placed in position, The engine and
refrigerating plant has been reinforced
by additional uwnits and numerouns other

[ASSEMBLY.]

improvements have been made, some of
which are still uncompleted. As soon as
this work is finalised the factory will be
able to handle a mneh larger quantity of
butter than under previous arrangements,
and it is anticipated that the pasteuriser
will enable a very much better keeping
sample of butter to be turned out. The
supplies have greatly increased during
the year, the total amount of butter fat
received being 159,788 lbs. and the quan-
tity of butter made being 183,065 lbs.
Butter to the valne of £14,272 55, 54. was
sold, and the sum of £12,601 11s, 14. was
paid to suppliers for butter fat, the
average price paid for butter fat per Ib.
being 17.81 pence. Thig price should
prove most satisfactory to supplicrs and
ig, I think, the highest average price yet
paid for the supply of butter fat,

Mr. Lambert: What profit was made?

Mr. PICKERING: There was not much
loss, if any. Hon. members will he glad to
know that this fretory is doing so much for
the development of the South-West, and
doing it on sound business lines, The work
it is carrying out warrants large extensions,
and thesc extensions will be justified, as
anticipated by the Commissioner for the
HBouth-West, The herds are inereasing and
their quality improving. The hutter test
has improved and everything in Busselton
and the surrounding districts, which is con-
tiolled by the Bnsselton butter factory, is
sitowing progress and advance. This is due
almost cntively to the fact that the State,
in the time of Mr. W, D, Johnson, took aver
the Bussclton butter factory and placed it
on a good foundation. It has econtinued to
go ahead from that time. Prior to the
taking over of the factory by the State,
the settlers did not get a correct assay of
their milk, or the correct return for their
supplies. The number of subseribers had
fallen to seven, but to-day we are supply-
ing thousands of pounds worth of butter to
the local market. There is no doubt that
this has done much to keep down the cost
of living. The more we cncourage this
butter factory, and the more we improve
the dnirying industry by the proper selee-
tion of the herds, and the more assistance
that is rendered by the State in the way
of the introduction of fodder plants and
things that are svitable to the produetion
of butter, the more will advantage accrue
to the -Btate, and the more veadily shall we
overtake the position occupied by the other
States to the end that we may join in the
federation of butter suppliers that are now
exporting thiz commodity to all parts of
the world.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [1047]: T
regret we have not had brought dewn an
amendinent to the Fertiliser Act. The Hon-
orary Minister, with his knowledge of this
subjeet, knows the importance it is to the
farmers of the State, and T regrct that dur-
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ing thiz gession he has not been able to
plaee the whole of the control of the fertil-
igers of the State wpon a mueh better foot-
ing. We find that although the farmers
spend aboulb £300,000 a year on the purchase
of fertilisers, the department has ouly con-
ducted something like 113 analyses of fer-
tilisers, This pumber of analyses shouid
not ocecupy any competent chemist more than
a fortnight.

Mr. S8mith: The office is busy analysing
the soils of Harvey.
Mr. LAMBERT: Possibly the Govern-

ment Analyst is still busy on potstill whisky.
Last year the department spent about £28,000
on rabbit poisens and this year £21,000, and
yet we find that only five analyscs have been
run by this overworked department.

Mr. Smith: How many of these were
correct

Mr. LAMBERT: I would not like to say.
We have different laboratories dotted about
all over the State. We have first that of
the Railway Department. They are running
their own laboratory with their own stores,
Ther we have the Geological Department
doing exactly the same thing, Next we
have the Government Analyst under a scp-
arate housing secheme and a separate Jdepart-
ment, and he too has his own stores. I hope
the Minister for Agrieulture will suggest to
the Minister for Mines that there shall be
some c¢o-ordination in the departments by
which the Government Analyst, if he has
some agents which are required by other de-
partments, will not refuse to supply them.
As things are at present nothing but chaca
results. I would also impress upon the Gov-
ernment the necessity for, if possible this
segrion, introducing a Bill to amend the Fer-
tiliser Aet. This would be a non-contentious
measure, and it i very badly uneeded. It is
rather illeminating to find from the report
of the Chief Imspector of Rabbits that the
farmers are establishing dingo elubs for the
purpoese of dealing with that pest. TUn-
doubtedly there is a serious side to this and
it is one to which attention should be given.
There are some find lands in the Port Au-
gusta distriet but the only drawback is the
dingo, and we should give our attention to
the pest nearer home and not forget that
there is threatened a serious invasion on the
horder. The member for Suasex (Mr. Pick-
ering) has such an extensive hnowledge of
all the matters connected with this depart-
ment, and he dealt with the varions ramifica-
tions of the department in such detail that
ona almost shrinks to add even a comment.
There are many matters, however, in regard
to which the Minister should supply howm.
members  with  information. An attempt
should be made to follow on the lines of
those adopted by the Burean of Agrieulture
of the United States of America, which in-
stitution is doing good work, and if we did
nothing else but disseminated the informa-
tion contained in the bulleting of that bureau
we wenld be doing 2 good service to the
State. T hope the Minister will make a note
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of the faet that there are some valuablg
bulletins issned by that bureau, and the de-
partment wounld be justified in reprinting
gome of the information contained in them
and distributing it amongst our farmers,
Something should also be done on the lines
followed in America in connection with the
analysis and classification of seils. I hope
the Minister has made a note of the few
points to which I have referred and that he
will take action in the direction of bringing
about reforms which are essential if we are
to inerease our production.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon)} [10.55]: There
are one Or two matters in connection with
the Estimates of this department to which
I would like to refer. Having had consider-
able experience in c¢onnection with dairy
farming, which subject has, under this vote,
received much attention, I might be per

mitted to offer a few suggestions, The
best means by which we ecan get
improved results in thiz direction s

by the State farms keeping pure bred
stock, instead of disposing of  that
stock at Show time as has been the cus-
tom, The bull calves should be kept and
at a later stage should be sent to those
centres where dairying is being established.
The advantage to be derived from pursuing
thia policy would very quickly be evident.
1f we are to reach that goal that the Min-
ister has in view and whieh we all desire
to see achieved this is the quickeat way to
do it. The dairy herd at the Hospital for
the Insane should be kept intact instead of
a portion of it being disposed of as is done
year after year, and the animals should be
distributed throughout the various dairying
eentres.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The same thing applies
to pigs.

Mr, HARERISON: It applies to all ani-
mals the breeding of which we desire to en-
courage.

Mr. Smith: Are the hulls whieh arc sold
at the Royal Show not distributed through-
out the dairying centres?

Mr. HARRISON: They could be distri-
buted to better advantage if that distri-
bution were in the hands of the department.
There is also the need fo give attention
to the question of the distribution of pure
seeds, 'The Commissioner of the wheat helt
has been experimenting suecessfully with
oats and he has shown that it i3 possible
to grow oats on land farther east than was
hitherto profitable by the creation of Burt’s
Early. It makes first class hay and, if
this had been the only product with
which Mr, Sutton had succeeded, the
State would have Dbeen amply repaid
for -any expense in whieh it has been in-
volved to date. As a result of the develop-
ment of seed colture, we have heen able
to grow early wheats at a profit much fur-
ther east than was contemplated would he
possible some yecars ago and, with these
special seeds, we are now able to take ad-
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vantage of our short climatic peried to evidence—and T have mno reason to
grow these cereal crops. The Minister for doubt it now—that the Chief Inspec-
Lands would be well advised to open up ter for the South-West, Mr. Wicken,
gome land around Westonia in Dbloecks of, put up a minute to the effect that

say, 3,000 acres, on which I believe agricul-
ture could be successfully carried out. The
Premier paid a visit to Southern Cross re-
cently and it was stated that two of the
dairy herds there were second to none in the
State. If that is true, and I have no reason
to doubt it, it secms quite feasible to extend
mixed farming right out to Southern Cross.
Therefore, why mnot give individuals a
chance to secleet land in sufficient areas to
enable themn to make good upon it.  The
expenditure provided in the Estimates is
meagre in comparison Wwith the devclop-
ment which should acerue to the State if
the industry is wisely and justly encowr-
aged,

Mr, PTESSE (Toodyay) [11.2]: T wish
to direct attention to the renort of the Chiof
Tngpecior of Rabbits in which he refers to
the dingo pest. He states that the dingo
has been responsible for the destruction ot
tens of thousands of sheep. I wish to stress
this section of his report and impress upon
the Minister the absolute need for better
provision to cope with this pest. I regret
to find there is no provision in the Estimates
for a cross fonec at the top of Cowcowing
lakes to keep out-the influx of dogs and
rabbits from the morth. This eross fence
is vital to the success and progress of that
inland settlement, and I hope the Ministor
will give the matter favourable considera-
tion.

This concluded the gencral debate on the
Estimates for Agrieutfure Generally. Ttems
were discussed as follow:—

Ttem, Chief Inspector of Stock, £528:

Mr. LUTEY: The pig industry is becom-
ing important. There scems to be a good
deal of misunderstanding as to  whether
farmers may use wheat for feeding pigs. I
am informed that some farmers have ex-
perimented with wheat as fodder for pigs,
and have found it satisfactory; but others
are under the impression that they are de-
barred from using their wheat for this pur-
pose and must sell it to the pool. Wil
the Minister malce the position clear?

The HMONORARY MINISTER: A farmer
may feed wheat to his pigs if he so desires.
Trouble has arisen because some farmers
have used wheat in this way instead of
sending it to the pool, and the pigs have
heen 0ld and the money has been pocketed
by the farmers. These farmers were under
the Industries Assistance Board, and the
money Wwas not rightly theirs. The board
should have reeeived the whole of the pro-
ceeds of the ecrop.

Item, Chief Tnzpector
£360:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hour is late to
talk about bull ealves or barrow pigs. Last
year it was teported to me on the best of

of South-West,

barrows shonld not have been valued by the
manager of the Brunswick State Farm at £5
each because Millars’ company quoted them
at 17s. Gd. The “*Sunday Times’’ had a
good deal to say in relation to this item and
it has not been disproved. The officer in
question claimed that the Press criticigm
had injured his reputation and no doubt a
big journal with a wide ecirculation might
undermine an officer’s reputation in this way.
Though I have not perused the files, T am
sure I wns correct. However, I wish to say
in justice to this officer, that I had no desire
to injure him, If it is true that he did
put up the minute, he has no right to be in
the department. If it is not true, the files
should disclose it, I am sorry I did not eall
for the files to ascertain whether it was correct,
but if I had called for them it might have
been found that the silverfish had been
busy at.that time. If the officer did not
write such a minute, I do not wish to do
him injory. I understand he fclt the Press
attaclk keenly., The Minister should know
whether it is correet,

Item, Asgistant irrigation expert, £204:

My LUTEY: Refercnee has been made
to the importance of drainage. Some ycars
ago, in company with the member for For-
rest, T had an interesting trip to the Murray
River, where we saw under cxperiment a
shovel whichk, while digging the drain, builg
up the banks, It was a good machine and
I am wondering whether the department
have any krowledge of it.

The Honorary Minister: Yes.

Mr. SMITH: In addition to an irrigation
expert receiving £456, we have an assistant
at £204, Irrigatioa in Western Australia
seems t6 be n delusion. It has done more
harm than good. The Honorary Minister
laughs.

The Honerary Minister: T do.

Mr. SMITH: What has been the experi-
ence at Harvey? TUnder irrigation that dis-
trict has been ruined.

The Ionorary Minister:
be the making of if,

Mr, SMITH: JTrrigation on proper lines
might have proved successful, but it hag nat
been ecarried out on proper lines. We are
employing irrigation experts who are deing
nothing. Where are the irrigation works,

Mr, Money: The assistant irrigation ex-
pert was not responsible for that.

Mr. S8MITH: I know nothing abouvt the
responsibility for the work. The fact is the
work is not here. Irrigation should be
dropped, or we ghould obtain the services of
officers who know something about it.

Irrigation will

Ttem, Narrogin school of agriculture and
farm, £3,362,

My, PICKERING: The amount of this
itemn has inereased. Is it the Minister’s in-
tention to extend the operations of the school
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and farmf The Under Becretary’s report
states. that the establishment of a new agrn
colfural cellege on some site to be decided
is in contemplation, I have come in contact
with many students of the Narrogin school,

and they express great satisfaction with the-

tuition there,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The pre-
sent accommodation at this institotion is
known to be altegether inadequate, but un-
fortnnately the committee appointed to go
into the question of site for a State college
of agriculture have not yet arrived at a de-
cision. Until they do so, and until a vote
for that purpose is approved, it is imnpos-
gible to earry on as the Goverament would
wigh. Everything possible will be dene to
fill the gap by extending the operations of
the Narrogin school, without, however, put-
ting up any permanent additions, as these
might have to be taken down and removed
to a new gite. The Narrogin school has be-
come wonderfully popular, and when the
time arrives for the establishment of a new
college, largely extended quarters will, T
think, be required. Western Australia de-
pends almost entirely upon agriculture, and
therefore we should pgive the best possible
farm training,

Ttem, Fruit and orchard inspeetion, in-
cluding wages, £2,688,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: I understeznd that the
State orchard inspectors do a great deal of
work for the Repatriation Department, but
that the State Government receive no re-
coup from the Federal Government in this
connection, .

The Honorary Minister: That is so.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It should not be so.
It is a fair thing that the Commonwealth
Government, if they utilise ounr officers,
should pay something towards the upkeep of
the department.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
point is that the orchard imspectors are em-
ployed in connection with soldier settlement
work, which is entirely a State matter, al-
though funds are provided by the Common-
wealth., Of course, the. State ia responsible
for the expenditure of the money, and also
respongible for the interest. I will look into
the question raised by the hon. member,

Item, Potato inspection, including wages,
£717.

Mr, PICEERING: I hope no drastic al-
teration will be made in the regulations
governing the importation of potatoes, with-
out conaultation with the growers. I have
shown to-night that the petato industry is
of great importance to this State. The only
means we have of checking the dumping of
potatoes here iz the protection afforded by
the existing regulations, Parliament having
declined the alternative of fixing a minimum
price for potatoes.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The re-
presentatives of the potato growers have al-
ready bcen consulted, and I understand they
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concur in the new regulations, which will ba
laid on the Table shortly.

Mr. Money: With whom did those repre-
sentatives consnlt?

The HONORARY MINISTER:
consulted with Mr. Baxter.

Mr. Money: Whom did they representf

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
potato growers in the Sonth-West. 1 am
not talking ahout representatives of the
buyera and brokers in Perth, The represens
tatives of the potato growers passed certaim
resolutions in eonference, and they have
ginee consulted with the Ionorary Minister,
Mr. MBaxter; and the new regulations are
the result.

Mr. PICKERING: If only as a matter of
courtesy, the president or seeretary of the
South-Western conference should have been
notified of any contemplated alteration in
the regulations governing the importation of

They

- potatoes.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Had I not promised

‘to assist the Minister to get these Estimates

through, his remarks on this item would
have made mec move that progress be re-
ported. He has assured the member for Sus-
sex that the new rcgulations will meet with
the approval of the potato growers in the
Sonth-West. I eould talk for hours an the
iniquity which is being practised to-day in
this eonnection.

The Honerary Minister:
the existing regulations.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I have a few potato
growers in my district. The position as re-
gards the supply of potatoes in the South-
West recently has been tantamount to a
¢rime, A line was drawn from Mundijong
eastward, but the member for Katanning
has succeeded in getting that line moved so
that relief might be given to his comstitu-
ents, During the last three months the resi-
dents of my clectorate have-been unable to
buy potatoes at any price at all. It seems
to me there are ome or two influential men
in the Sonth-West cornering the potato aup-
ply, and absolutely placing this article of
dict beyond the reach of the consumers. The
potato grower of the South-West is doing
pretty well when he gets £12 a ton.

My, Pickering: He gets nothing like that
priee.

Mr.

That is under

O'LOGHLEN: If we cannot grow

‘potatoes, do not let us be deluded into pen-

alising the consumer for all time. The resi-
dents of Holyoake have not had a potato for
three months, The grower is not getting
the advantage, and the grower represents
only an infinitesimal propertion of the people
of the Sonth-West, When the regulations
come down I shall be heard,

Item, Experimental plots in the South-
West, £200.

Mr. PICKERING: What does this item
mean?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt is
proposed that plots shall be set aside om
private farms and, instead of, as in the past,
trying to grow 40 different varieties of fod-
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ders on one farm, we shall see what can be
done on experimental plots in several dis-
tricts.

Item, Veterinary science scholarship, £40:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: What does the Min-
ister propose to do in regard to the case put
up by the member for York? Every member
on this side is desirous of assisting the mem-
ber foer York in securing some slight amend-
ment, of the Veterinary Aet, whish will be
of service to the farmers, without invelving
pecaniary loss on the individual. Mr, Lander
is an instance in point, and there are others
doing the work to-day without re¢eiving any
recognition. I think the Government might
go out of their way to assist those men. An
item could be put on the Estimates, which
would afford some recognition of the services
of the few men already doing good work
among the scttlers and their dumb animals,

The PREMIER: I have in view ome gen-
tleman whn certainly deserves special con-
pideration, although perhaps not by way of
an item on the Estimates. I think it would
be right to so amend the Act as to admit
the gentleman I have in mind. Had be not
been a wmember of this House at the time, he
would have been practlsmg and wounld have
been admitted.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
sion? .

The PREMIER; If possible, yes. Of
course we cannot break down the Veterinary
Act. This gentleman was not admitted
simply beeause, for the moment, he was not
charging fees,

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the De-
partment of Agriculture,

Will you do it this ses-

[The Speaker resumed thé Chair.]
Progress reported.
House adjourned at 11.827 pam.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
p-m.,, and recad prayers.

4.30

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messages from the Governor received noti-
fying assent to the following Bills:—

1, Mental Treatment Act Amendment

2 Anzac Day. :

3, General Loan and Inseribed Stock Aet
Amendment.

4, Justices Ach Amend.ment

SELECT COMMITTEE—FRUIT CASES
BILL.

Extension of Time,
On motion by Hon, A, Sanderson the time

for bringing up the select committee’s re-
port was extended by ome week.

BILL—DROVING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Select Committee’s report presented.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[4.35): The date for presenting the report
of the select committes on the Droving Act
Amendment Bill is not until this day week,
but the -report is ready, and, with the per-
mission of the House, I move—

That the report be now received and
read.
Queation put and passed.
Report received and read, and ordered to be

printed and to be taken into consideration
during the Committee stage of the Bill,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Merchant Shipping Aect Application Act
Amendment.
2, Midland Railway.
Passed.



